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BIRTH. DAY. 


of our Saviour 


Annually.to be kept holy, 
by them that. call upon him in all. 
theſe KI NGDOMES. © 


roved by Scriptures, the praGice of the 
Church Primitive and Reformed; the Te- 
axis the Fathers and Modern Divines; ' 


©. ſtrong Reaſons grounded on the Word of 
: God. conferming Mirales. &C, 
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Fro the IV orſhipfull, 


much Honoured and mmnificent- 
Gentleman, Joan DuTToON 


SHIERBOnNRN #1 the County of 
Gloucefter Eſquire. 


4 
I His Piuce had irs Conception : 
under your Roof, and b- 
its Birth from your I 
bounty ; She was the 
onely Midwife to bring 
it out Into the worlds 
view: gave it its firſ® Birth from the, 
Prefſe, and hath now renewed it by a 
Secord, which now by your nerves ha-. 
_ {ing ſtrength ro go, comes to kifle your : 
hangs, and to acknowledpe its {elf(as I _ © 6 

o likewiſe) next under God your Creature; = 

- __ all was gone, and nothing _—_——- 

: I fallen and ready to perith, your "£5 

A L- - A 2 goodneffc | "] Wo F: i 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, © 
 goodnefle relieved. me : your hand took. 


mc up, and from worſe than nothing, 

brought me to what Tam. es 

Paſtor fido,” The former Edition came out under'an 
___unknownname, was then fearfull, the 
Subjet being not commonly handled, 

and yet commonly ſpoke againft, 

bur your well known name adding a lu- 

ſtre to the-Piece; and your great worth,tc- 

' gether. with your love of Learning and An- 
t:quity.,? procuring It acceptance where 
ever it came, makes the ſecon#, even dare 
to wear the name of the obſcure and worth- 
lefſe Author:The former Dedication was in 
verie, this in proſe, both t0:y0ugto fhow, 
that in both the Authour's Yours: the Piece 
might have been worthy of a great 
mans acceptance, if the workman - had 
been. skilfull; but whatſoever it is; 
accept Ir (noble Sir) as the Votoria Tal 
bula- of my love and thanks dedicateaff 
ro the Temple of your Honour:It was you: 
pleaſure to honour it with your Patro}} 
rage, and it will honour you to your 
cs It will not be a Pillar onely tc 

| keep your namein-m:mory; but a ſew 
ell co your. Crown of Glory, in: that: 
you willingly became the wortby Patro! 

2 | / | 0 


a 


- The Fpiftle Dedicatory.. 
tothe firft Traf that ever waspurpoſely, 
and ſolely written in'defence of the ho- 
nour due to the much deſpiſed day of Ebriſts 
in || Nativity, that day above all dayes, that 
he | the Lord-made bis own,by being born there- 
1, upon; the marriage day of heaven and 
}, earch, God and man, when the word was 
u-}} 72ade fleſh, and dwelt among, us. Chriſt the 
to- Bridegroom,our nature the Bride, and you 
\n-Þ by patronizing the Day, the Bridegrooms 
erelÞ| friend; a Title: more. honourable than 
reſ}-Eerth can give, An bonour more profita- 
th- ble than all the Gold Earths dark Exche- 
; inf] quer doth incloſe, while that in the end 
wil of thedayes, he ſhall ſeat you that have 
ece] thus honoured bis Day near himſelfin 
eat] his glory for the day of Eternity, with. 
zadf that Honourable Call, Friend, come up 
is Ibither; and give you a chief place among 
Tag the Saints, at his own right hand, with 
teaſfan , He that bonureth me, him will I be-. 
out 70Xr. 
troll My Prayers Sir, ( which are all my 


our - Riches) ſhall be daily offered up for 
7 toll the performance; as alſo fo: the pro- 
ew| fperity of you, and your lovely and loving 


thath: . Sptuſe,that as you are Vns Caron ter- 
trol ra, One Fleſh on earth; ſo you may be 
(6 GET A 3 Vnmm 


The Epiſtle Dedicatoryg, , 
Unum Sydus in Celo, One' Conflelfz. 
tion in Heaven, ſhining as the bright- 
nefſc of the Firmament, for ever and 
ever. Youhave' been faithfull hf 
lows, in drawing help and' relict to 
poore Paſtor Fits (My prayers ever) give 
'me leave to preſent my ſelf wholly 
Tours ( for your fo''much owning 
him) in and by the name of * . © 


Your humblegnd devoted Servant, 


Alan Blayney. 
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Names of the Fathers , Hiſtorians , Modern 
Divines, and other Writers, that illuftrace - 
the truth in the following Treatife,and the 


fl ime wherein they flouriſhed. 
yy. | ' Anno \Dom. Anno Dom. 
b I Clemens Romanus 70. i 21.Chryſotome 398. 
2. Tenatius 71+ 22. Auguſtine 420. 
3. Juftine Martyr 150+ | 23.Orofius 425. 
4JIrenew . 1b0.|24-Cyrillas Alen.: 430. 
5. Tertullian 203« | 25-Theodoret 431, 
6.Clemens Alex, 204. | 26- Caſfianus. 440. 
9.Origen 226.|27-Leo magnus 444. 
i 8.Cyprian 240. | 28.Proſper 445» 
9. Arnobius 285. | 29./Vigilius 495« 
|| 10.LaFantivs. 290. | 30-Fulgentins 500. 
i 11-Athanaſius 326. | 31. Rupertus 580. 


12. Hillarins 355+! 32-Ifiodorus His. 596s 
13-Optatus 365. | 33-Bede 700. 
14. Befil thegrest 370. | 34. Fo.Damaſcen 731. 
15.Greg.Nazian, 371.'3 5. RabanusMaurus $30 
16.Epiphanins 337. 36.Haymo ' 850, 2 
17. Ambroſim 374. | 37 Theophylat 880.  @ 
3 .Gregory Nyſſen 3$0 | 38.O0ecumenius 10700 . *-* 
mel x9. Hierounmu 385 {| 39, Bernardus patrum 
"| 20.Prudentzus 390.1 ultimus I120, 
: A+ Dienyſiue 


_ * Ly Ll 


- Anno Dom.” 


Dienyſius Exiguus . 53 2-| Petras de natalibs 
Nicephorus 13.5: | Johannes Luciduy. 
Marcus Antotuus 1500. | Mftedins 
Bonaventure 
Confkeſſiones Ecclefiarum Reformatarum. 
Anno Dom, Anno Dom. 


Auguſtana 1.530. | S Hevicd 1530 
Baſtlienfrs 1537. | ' IWittenbergenſis 1554. 
Saxonica I551- | HelveticaPoſterior 1566 
Gallica. 1559. | i Belpica 6 - 
Helvetica prior 1536. ' Bohemicd. : 1 573* 


Eccleftiz Nationales. 
'Polonie, | Subaudae , Eungarie , Argliz, Scotis 
Lituanie, Ruſie, Samogitie, in praxi (ud. bs 
Conſenſus Proteſtantiumn Es 1541, 
SFymodus Sendmerenſts | CR 3 1570. 
_ Modern Divines. _ 
Calvin, Bullenger, Melarhton, F eftus Hommins 
"Hemiarigjus , Zanching, cum mulris aliis, ors 


 OldF athers thirty n11e;loe Chriſtmas heep with me, 
"And bundred thouſa:ids more of brave yong gallantry, 
Aoi zealous Spari:s they are,they'l keep: it every yea 

For Chriſt, and for bis que, ſpegubeir blood 
' dear. {ball ſpeak 


Let's bear what they can ſay they for themſelve 
Their words they will make wag? while ers aret 
; ſeth. 


Thi 


The  Prefce # 


| dolal tub tubububult 
"I RESTS 


' The Birth-day of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, the 25; of December ought 
yearly to be aps "A by «al Chri- 


| frians. | 


"A FTER the Apoltle chiefe, zPeray, 22 
2&C apd Chriſt's s cortipanion, xo 

2 did Prophecy,thar in the 

latter dayes there fhould | 

| 7 come falfe Cheaters ;' the Anzgr. : 

Wet ' word I confefle in our 

Tranſlation is Teachers, but we may read 

| - either, for they are both one; the one 

'j word doth anagramatize the other, and 

"* | both words and deeds do prove them to - 

be the ſame in theſe dayes, when Cheaters 

turn Teachers,and Teachers Cheaters; chea- Cieuer 

ting Chriſt of his glocy , denying the Lorg **TS 

- that bought them, them(ielves of ſalvation, 

bringing upen. themſelves (wiſt defiruGion : 

the way of truth, of ics reputgfion , ma- 

nga it to be evill ſpoken of, Chrift of his fol» .... 

lowers | 


The Preface. | 
lowers, they following them, and men of 
Verſe 3. their Moneyes, with feigned words, making 
merchandiſe of them. $3 Be. 
Theſe daics are now upon us,and now 
theſe men , Theſe unclean ſpirits like unto 
Frogs, Revel. 16. 13, doe not onely creep 
ents houſes, and lead ceptive ſilly women, as 
Paul foretold, 2 Tim. 3.6. but even to | 
_ bed-chambers and beds, as __ 
od.8.2, that plagued XFpypt; and not onely 
ating there, Go ma y and abroad, 


like Co many tinking Copperſmith? , 
cry down Chrift Jeſus co magni- 
fie the Diane of their own inventions ; 
. e- mw Upon the Pikes of whoſe opinions, 
A8s 19.34 Chrift and his cruth arc toffed daily in 


ſuch a ſevere manner, that it is now 
grown difputable, whether Chriſt ſuf- 
fered more in bis body by the fury and vi- 
olence of the hand, or in his Divinity 
«1d Divine ordinances, by the ſcourge and 
Ming of venomous and depraving 
tongues, denying not onely the Lord 
that bourbt them, but all that any way 
belongs to him, leaving him more na- 
ked than he was berween the two 
Thieves upon the Croſſe, who ftole no- 
thing from him, One would have him 
et aa | "_ i. 


The P refac e 


. no God; another no man; this again, 
would ave him a meer man,and thar de- 
"| nics him & true body ; one trips hiap 
os || quice of fleſh, another cloaths him with 


| It, but makes it finful!l ; 'this would 
al | have him an Angel, that little better 
than a Devil, or at leaſt that he uſed one. 
> | One forſakes the Aſſembly of Saints, ano= 

ther his Sacraments: one denyes his 
y Prayer to be ſaid, another his Birth-day 
? | to be kept, as if his coming to fave 
? | finners were not worth the thankſgi- 


HM YpT9 7x 


p ving. Thus when men meddle too much 

* | with Chrift, he gives them over to 

2 themſelves, and will have nothing to 

= | do with them, and then every head is 

c | frantick with a Rrrange opinion, and 

i. | that wich ſome wi'd fancy, which all 

| Meet in the ſame improbability, and Fa 
4 | foot-following falſhood. | 
g My task muft beto confute them thae : 
-4 | do deny that the twenty fifth day of De- oy 
y * eemmber, the day whereon our Saviour 4 
-. | Chrift came into the world, is to be b 
o | Kept holy. In trayerfing of which, give. F 
)- | meleave to make uſe of that Apology "2 
n | unto all (in this caſe ) which Ambroſe E 
'0 | did once to Gratian the Emperour,in the bs 


caſe 


d ov » * Fe 


—— 


caſe of Chrifts Divinity, Nols arguments 

eredas (ſanite imperator) & noftre diſputa- 

toni, Scriptur as interrogemus, Apoftolos, Pro- 

phet ar, Chriſtum. Lear net ſo much to v8y 

ftrength of Argument and diſputation, ay te 
j acred authority and proof : Let «us ack the 

Scriptures, Patriarchs , Prophets, Evange- 

liſts, Apoſtles, Chriſt ; let'me adde, (for 
Co both my task and induftry require) 

Churches, Fathers, &c. Let us ask of the 

former dayes, and them that are more a- 

g<d than we, the ſacred Ecclefiafticall 

Hiftories, Let us give Antiquity her 

due,and not paddle in a new raiſed pud- 
dle at our awn doores, while we gy 
have our fill at a pure and clear fountain, 

whereof while we drink'thereig, we may 
fee the truth cleared which we maintain. 
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| To begis then with the Scripture, Gods 0771 word, 
C , .. Fo prove the honour of hs Day, who tn 
0- the beginning was the word, 


LW ' 
<A 


$4 N the firſt of the Hebrews, at the fixth $crigraie; | A ; 
te verſe, when the Lord biings in the | 2 
oY firſt begottem into the world, he ſaith, . 
| Lf allthe angels of God worſhip him; in the Heb.1.6, +. * 


e) words, commanding thoſe glorious 
creatures to ſet the day of Chriſts birth 


4. || ide, for ſuch an holy worſhip. _ 
T1 And ſo they did, for ſo we read, Luke +: 


"TY 2:7, $, 9,19. &c. no ſoonerhad Mary 
© | brought forch her firſt-born ſon. and laid 
; him in a Manger, but immediately the 
ay Angcls, according to the former com» 
* | mand, deſtend from heaven in multi. 
ff cndes, to make merry, and keep holy= — is 
2 19 Keep 9 y | ® 
4 day with the wakefull Shepherds, in the i 
| ficlds of Ephrata; Heaves and - Earth, : 
Church Militant and triumphant, angels and ; 
men thus meet in one, to ſolemnizethis 
- | glorious day; to make it fo, and to 
canſecrate._ it for a future worſhip, 
- the glory of the Lord ſhone round about them, "= 
T*F The Angel. preacheth the Sermon, and 1 
- Þ his Text is ſujtable to the time and Ay- | E 
; || ditory, dire&cd co them that were to I 
- || tcachothers; the words, Fear not you; - 
- | for behold I bring you tidings of great joy, E 
Phich 


Verſe 16. 


Verſe 18... 


Here we have Gloriam Dei,diemilluminan- 


i: Sreiptures, WP | | 
which bat be to all people , for unto you is 
- born this day in the. City of David, # Savi- 
our, which is Chriſt the Lord,Thic Sermon. 
ended, the multitude, of the heavenly 
hoſt to ſing the Pſelme, the burthta 
whereof was. Glory be to God on high, .in 
earth;peace, and goed willtowards men. This | 


\ done, the Angels depart, and leave their 


brethren the Shepherds ro finiſh what 
they began; for this purpoſe they, as 
they were commanded by the Angels, go 
inhaſt to Bethlehem, and worſhip the 
new born Babe, which ſervice once per-. 
formed, they return not to their flocks,' 
bur leave them to theprote&ion of the 


new born Shepherd, and go up and down, 


all that day, preaching what they had 
heard and ſeen, and make thein to won- 
der, and well they might, ſecing great 
was this Myſtery of goulineſſe, God mani- 


x Tim,3, 16 fefted in the flefh, ſeen of Angels, by them 


preached unto the Shepherds, believed on by 
the Fews, andallupon this day.  - 
Shall Angels then, that have no ſin, 
reach and exhort their hearers to a.ce-. 
Lbractums and fhall men be filent that are 
nothing but fin? Shall Sbepberds leave 
their flocks,and Chriſtians go to ploughs 


em Angelum predicantem,multiiuditem oq- 
_ . Entt, Paſtores feriantes, the glory of God, 
n || He day cnlightening, one Angel preach- 
y _ .Bg, the multitude fingivg, the Shep- 15 
A herds. keeping holy-day, what better be” 
n | Warrant for the ſanRitying of this day ? ET 
is | Shall the day then of Chrifts Reſurreion 


:r | Þekeptholy oncea week, his birth-day ; 2k 
1t from the Grave,and ſhal not the day of bis 5G 
is | Nativily, or of his birth from the womb "oi 
o Y be ſolemnized once a year? eſpecially 7H 
1 | fecing we have morewarrant for keep- 35 
-- | ing of this than that, for that we have "if 
"S | onely thepraftiſe of a few Churches, as | V | 
'« | of Trows, Galatia and Corinth, who uſed "I 
n | to meet together upon the ficſt day of 00 
4 || the week, butnot one word of preceptz + 
1- | bur for keeping the day of Chr:ſts Nativi- = 


I : ty, we have both precept of God and An- 
3; | gels inthe Church triumpbant, the prafife of 
n | the Shepherds and Chriſtians in all ages in 
y | the Church militant. 

| _ Athird place to prove this truth, we 
n, | have In the hundred and tenth Pſalm, 
e- | verſethethird, where the Prophet ſpeak- 
re | Ing of the coming and Kingdome of 
:c | Chrift, faith, In the day of thy pawer, the 
1g | people fball bring thee free-will offerings with 
1- | «iely worſhip, the dew of thy birth, is. as 
v the 


Pſal.110.3 : 


901% "Np em, 


thewemb of the morning: Or as our:laft : 
Tranſlation reads. it, Thy people ſhall be : 
- willing in the day: of thy power, im the beau- {+ 
ties of holineſſe, from the wombof the' morn- 
ning, thon baſt the dew :of thy yoath, Hers 
the Prophet makes mention of:a :day, in 
which- all people ſhould bring free-will 
offerings unto Chrift, with an holy wor- 
ſhip, which is to be tendred unto him 
in the beautics of holinefle, that-is, in, 
the particular places of Aſſembly ,. the 
Churches, and - therefore to be kept: 
holy-day, nay muſt, for ic runs, the people: 
19 ſball bring thee free will offerings , or they» 
[|S ſhall be willing in that day, ſhewing, it to: | 
bh: - be their duty, when ever the day. comes: - 
{o:to do. vx SORT ET © | =75Þ 
Now what day is this,but Chriſts Birth-: 
daz # and therefore we have it here -cal+' 
| led the dew of his birth Tat jaiduthekgh,; 
moft properly :according-to: the origt-: 
nall, which was cither as the womb of the: 
morning,” as one tranſlation, or from the 
womb of the morning,as the other, the firſt: 
ſhewing that the Birth sf Chrift, and dew 
or fruit thereof, was like the mornings 
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E- .  womb,comfortable and pleaſant unto all, ' 
WED according to the Angels teſtimony; Luke © 
 . * 2:10; Orthathe was bornin the begins. » 

= | ning 
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; A Further, that the day here meant was 

The day of Chrifts Birth; appears eſpecially 

In this,thar ic is called the day of hispower,  - 4 

| F#*' the miorning+ whereof, his power _ 

; ras niaviteſted* in breaking! open the 

[gates of MARIES Wombe; nay more 

' [properly theeD AT of bis Power, be-' 

cauſe Initinm repre the beginning ofhis* © = 

 Jrtien 4bcing as this day born King of the Wy 

: News, Mat.2.2. When. Kings came to do' 

- Fhomageto this King of Kings 'rhatrnow 

; [was born, and whercapon he ſet his King - © | 3 

* _ fuponbis boly bill of Zion, and therefore the Pſal.119.t, _ 

- [day ofthis power,Pſal.2.6. when he ſaid; rotors 
{Zhou art my Sonne , this day bavel begotten Sy k 

: Fhee, verſ. 5. -That is to ſay, I haye mani-+ _ 

\ Ffcfted thee. by being born as upon this *+ 

: [day,tobe my-firſt begotten from all eternity, / 

prving thee the Heathen for thine inheritance 

and the uttermoſt parts of the'earth for thy 

poſſeion , 'that thou thayeſt break them - 

with a rod of irn.,- and bruiſe them to pieces 

© Pike apotrers veſſel : all arguments of great | 

« Epower, verſ: $, 9. concordant with the "oi 

+ [vords of the 110 Pſalm,v.5,6,7. Bebold. -Y 
Ftheday of Chrifts Pos upon that day, EY 
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che Prophecy m1 


be falfilled,the people tharbelieve in hiny 
-are'to bring bim, not leg-1I Sacrifices, 
which figured him to come;-but the frees 


John $8, 56. 


will offerings of praiſe, and thankeſgiving for 
his gracious comming,to be, tendred un- 
to God in the beauty of bolineſſe, . the pleces 
where we meet together to exerciſe boly duties, 
and che reaſon is, b:cauſe the dew of his 
birth, like the wombe of the morning, did 
refreſh all ; ſo'for that, refreſhing thanks 
is to be given by zl). F--, 

A fourth and laſt place, is, Febn $.56, 
where our Saviour Chriſt ſalth unto the 
Phariſes, Your father Abraham rejoyced toſce. 
ny day, and be ſaw i', and was glad : What 
day was this ?: It was not theday of his 
Paſſion, nor of his ReſurreFion, nor of his 
Ajcenſioninto heaven, for: theſe were to. 
come when our Savieur:ſpake the words, 
but that day was paſt of which he then 
ſpake; ir could then be no ocher but the 
day of bis comming, and manifeſtation in the. 
fleſb ( according to the current. of Inter. 
preters)) that bleſſed day. of his Nativity, 
which Abrabam by the cye of faith be- 


tld, and ſaw ſo many years before. 


Now, if he, the Father of the il 
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ak aid-ſo many years 
im :was glad to ſee that day a comming; ſure. ** 
ly all the Sors of the faithfull Abraham 
will in their ſucceſſive generations be 


manifeſt in the fleſh. c 
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glad, rejoyce, and give thanks that it is 
come and paſt ; andevery y.ar folemnize 
the ſame in remembrance of what they 
605 by bis comming, 1 Tim.1.15.1. - 

. This is that great Feſtivall called by. 
the Eaſtern Chnrch 9eoparca. or S:0pavia,: 
Cod appearing, oTi epayn eds drIgwros Sis 


wevigzas becauſe Gud appeared to men 


by. his Birthz ſo Baf/ * and Nazianzen * De buma- 
bor to uſe the Apoſtles phra{ e, God was as 

| gen. | 
d Orat,z8, 
<rT1m.3.16 


4 


_ 2.; Enigepte.the Epiphanie or the appear- 
ing Ker oxi implying, that this ap- 
pearing excclled-all other. whatſoever. ' 

But hcre two; things are worthy: to be * 

noted, The'one1s,: that the Churches in | 
#gypt, becauſe they celebrated Chrifts - \ 
birth and alſo his Baptiſme, uport one and. . Fi 
the ſame day , called .both theſe Feaſts d Nagian, 

promiſcuouſly Epiphanie 4. The other is, 04.22 S. 
that the modern Churches have through 7” 


word Efipbanie unto the Feaſt commonly magdes. 
called'the Twelfth-day , c:1.bratcd in me- gent. 4. c.6. 
B 2 mory 
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Tet Seript Pture. | | 
' /Mory of the 90 oe appearance. of 


ejr.., the Star, which Id the wife men to 
Mar. te .eChrift. © - 
3. Ter69xa on \ 40 7FeO- f The Birch: 
day of onr Saviour. 
4. H $070) wigicn, x; Tor togrir pirrgh- 
p4 _ oral. TWKMs:8 The greateſt and Metropolitan Feaſt. 
P*H%. The Weſtern Church calledit Dies Nas 
 * Ambrs, tivitatis,the day of the Nativity. h By way 
' ſeim.12,13. of — anddignity, © | 
: . Luminaria, * The Feaſt of lights, either 
John 1.5.9 bernie this uſed many lights and can- 
dles at this Feaft;or rather becaufe Chriſt 
the light of-lights , that'crue light then 
came into the world: 
3. Dies Natalis Domini vel Natalitia Do- 
& Hjeron. mini. * The Birth day of our Lord; we 
$0r.9.82, call it Chriſtmas,or Chriſfts Meſſe,not from 
* any Mafſeſaid thereupon, bur from our 
ancient word Meſſe, which Hipnifies a 
Feaſt, ſo that Chriftmas is no more thana 
meſſe or Feaſt provided on the diy' of 
Chriſty birth, in a way of rejoycing as A- 
1 Gen.4s * braham did,foretold by Facob! Gen. 4.9.10. 
| Marked out by the Prophet Tjaiab, as a 
m1f,5.14, {peciall and wonderfull day; = nay, fo 
raviſhed -he is with the conſideration” 


i 2d , thereof, 'that he rejoyceth _ w_ 
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Scripture, 


' fo the joy in harveſt, and as men rejoyce when 
they divide the fpoil : For unto us a child is 
- born, unto #s_a ſon is given. And he is fe- 
af. conded by the Prophet Zechariah © ſay- 
Va ing, Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 1 will 
ay | bring forth my ſeruant (CHRIST) the 
-þ Branch. In that day ſhall ye call every man 
1er | Þis neighbour under the vine and under the 
N- fig-tree. ; | 
it | * So much de jure,that the day may and 
en | ought to be kept holy of all them thac 
' have any part in Chriſt, and that by 
o- | Serrture. 
we | Now wecome to prove that de fao, 
m || that it hath been kept holy in all ages, in all 
ur {| parts of the Chriftian world, and our wit- 
a || eſſe ſhall be the praiſe of Gods Church,both 
a | Eaſt and Veſt, in Aſia, Africa and Europe, 
of £| in the Primitive times, andof all the refſor- 
4- | medChurches in Chriſtendome, (Scotland 
o.' | onely excepted, and yet not altogether ) in 
a || theſe tines whereremn we live. Which pra+ 
o || Qie is ſuthcient ro prove the point, 
n' {| thogh there were only general grounds 
xe | otirt of Scripture to ſupport and back it ; 
1, | che Church having power for avy pab- 
n_ x lick 
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off Church, as if the dey of Chrifts birth were. 
|| then come. © Tbey joy before thee according n1fa,9.6. 
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®Zech.3.8, 
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FR: -* - *: Seripture.- ff | 
lick benefir, 'to a point a day of thanks: 
grving yearly to be,kxept, holy in remeny I 

brance of the ſame, and by the generall.; 

praQtiſe thereof, a! the children of the 

Church, being bound to keep the ſame,jn_ 
thelr {ucceeding generations, ed 

Such was the teaſt of Purim inftituted 

Efther 9.20 by the Church of the Jews, and com» 
21,22. . manded, yearly to; be obſerved by all 
their poſtcrity. in. remembrance. of thei 
deliverance from Haman's cruelty. 

Such was the Feaſt of the dedication of 

John 10.23 | ; 
i Macc,4. {he Temple, at which Chriſt was annually 
59. _ Preſent, y:t neither of thete were com- 
manded by God. " 
Such is our Lords day, commonly ſo 

called, or the firſt day of the week, by us 

kept holy in remembrasce of Chriſts re- 
ſurre&ion (or his bitth, or both) .there- 

upon, for the keeping whereof we have 
2 no expreiſe command out of the word || 
I of God : but onely the bare praftite of I. 
ſome few Churches, in the Apoſtles time, 
2 and the conftant obſervance of af} particu» | 
_ lar Churches over all the orld, ever fince | 
E  theirtime, which with'us is ſo prevail- | 
EE - '-  Ingan atthority, and. ſure: warrantfor || : 
_ = _ _obſeryation, that we.:fhguld AETOUS | 
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| The Pratfice of the Church, 


kim that ſhould ſpeak againſt the keep- 
ing of the Lords day holy ,j an Anathema, 


Maranatha. © 


* Such then alſo,is the day of our Lords 
Nativity, which hath alwayes general, 
univerſally, conflantly, annually been kept he- 
ly in all Netions from the, Apoſtles time to 
ours. For which we now come to pro- 


.duce our Witneſſes; and firft tor the Pri- 


tive times, thoſe purer dayes of Chri- 
ſtianity. * | SO 
_ The ſum of Whoſe evidence is, that 
our Saviour Chrift was born in Winter, 
near unto or upon the very day i che 
Winter Solſtice, or, (as all agree) he was 
then born - when the d-ycs began to en- 
creaſe and lengthen, upon the 25 day of 
December {ay ſome, upon the eighth of the 
Calends of January ſay othcrs, and yrt 
all ſay one and the ſam: thing, for the 
eighth of the Calends of Januar. $ the 25.of 


December, according to diverſe accqunts 


are all one, and the winter Solflice in our 
$avi-urstime was npon the 25 of Dece#1- 


ber, as alſo the Vernall Equinom upon the 


25 of March,as all Afronomers confeſle, 
and ſball more plainly appear in the fol- 


lowing Treatiſe, and ſo are all th: Fa-' 
rs 4 nn 


"EP s 


” Privitive Church. 4h 
khers to be. underſtood , that ſay with 
Saint Auguſtine, that Chriſt was Concepths 


ttt equino@io verno : natus in $ olſtit:o byber= 


no, Genceived in the vernal equinox , and 
born in the winter. Solſtice, that he was 
born.on the eighth of the Calends of Ja- 
naary, that is to ſay, on the. 25 day of 
December, as we in England i af- 
firmed. 


in the Primitive times kept holy by 4- 
poftolicall Tradition grounded-upon' the 
word of God; and ſuch Traditions we 
are bound to obſerve, even by the word 
of God, as if they had bcen written by 
the Apoſtles themſelves as we may be af- 
ſured by. thoſe two Texts 2 Thefſ. 2. 15. 
ICor. 171.2.S.Paul in the former bidding then 
bold the. Traditians which they bad been 
taupht either by word, or bjs Epiſtle, and in 
the other prayfi ing the Corinthians, that. they 


rem: mhred bim. in all tLings,. and kept Ts 
Tepadogs, the . ordinances. as be delivered 


them unto. them. And (uch an Apoſtolicall 

ordinance, or Tradition, is-the colemni+ 

zing of the Birth day of our Sarvour 

by”; Jeſus, 

"a9 prove the laſt firſt; let twoor three 
09 Pye 


They ſay and afficm thax this day was. 
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 Primilive Church.” 


Witneſſes ſpeak to-this particular, and 


you-ſhall have the reſt open their mouths 
In the maintenance. of; the other, in the 
times wherein they lived.  - | 


. Firſt then, Szint Auguſtine in his 118 


Epiſtle to Famuarins, ſpeaking 'of the” 
yearly Feafts then-obſerveddAaich,Illa qae 
101 ſcripta,ſed tradita cuftodimns',que quidem 
toto terrarnmorbeobſervanter, *dantur intel- 
lipz, vel ab ipfis Apoſtolis, vel plenartis conci- 
lits, quorum eft in eccleſta (aluberima anutho- 
ſitas, commendata atque ſtatuta retinert ; fi- 
cati quod Domini patio , & reſurreio, & 
aſcenſioin calum, & adventus de calo Spiri- 
tus (ani, annivertaria ſolemmitate celebran- 
tur. Thoſe Feaſts concerning which we 
have no expreſſe Scripture,but onely Tra- 
ditions, which are now obſerved all the 
world over 5 we ought to know that 


a 


the. keeping of tbem was commended 


unto us, and inftituted (or command- 


ed) either by the Apoſtles themſelves, or Ge- 
neral[ Councels,- of which there is a moft 


wholeſome uſe in the Church of God; 


ſich are the Feaſts of our Lords Paſſion, 
Reſurrection , Aſcenſion into Heaven, and 


the coming down of the Holy Ghoft, which 


are, now kept holy, with a yearly ſo- 
lcmnicy. Bur 


' Oportet, 
_ It is need- 
full, it is 
'our duty. 


Chriſtmas 
day a Sa- 
crament 


day. 
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* Primitive Church 


But here the prophane onent w : "76s 
ply, whereis the F caſt 0 the Nativhy al 


this while ? 1 anſwer, he makes a more 
ſpeciall and honourable mention of ic 
in the very next Epiſtle (24 not tobe named 


the ſame day with the former for the jurpaſjing 


excellency thereof) ſaying, Hic primum o- 
portet, ut Die Nativitatis Domini , Sacre- 
menta celebremus, & ipſum revolutum anni 
Diem feſta devotione celebrare, Hcre it 
chiefly bchoves us (more than in the fore- 
mentioned Feaſts ) that upon the day. of 
our Lords Nativity, we ſhould receive the 
Sacrament in remembrance of him that 
was born upon it, and upon the retnarn 
of the year, to celebrate the very day 
with a Feaſting devotion. _ 

| Theſe words were written more than 
1200. years agoc, when the forementiq- 
ned dayes, and eſpecially that of the Na- 
tivity, were kept feftivall and holy ,Ubi- 


+ cangque ſe diffundit terrarum univerſitas, uni- 


 Floruit 4n- 
| 379, c 


verſa quacungue ſe diffundit eccleſia, even 
to.'the worlds end , whereſoever the 
Charch did extend her ſelf, as he oth 


maintain, Libro 3z. contre Fauſtum 


caþ.1 2. 
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To leave him for a while, Epiphanius, 
T1 my 


Fathers. 
a Father more ancient than he by one 
hundred and fifty - years, in his Compen- 
diam doth affirm, that the Chriſtians of 


the Primitive Church, did fat apon all the 


Frydayes in the year, except the ddy of 


ECbriſts Nativity fellupon-a Fryday, which 


the Church (faith he) excepted by an A- 
poſtolicall tradition, .noc faſting bur 


faſting thereupon. | 
We muſt not here omir,that ever fince 7;ow/us 
the time of Chriſt, according to the Exiguus, 


vulgar account, our Saviour hath been —_ 
ormtt... 


held-to be born on the 25 day-of Decem- F 


ber, in: the year of the world, 3949. 
which account hath been received over 
all Chriftendume, tor ſo much as bclongs 
to that Day; It is calle.i the Valgar and 
Dionyſian account, bccaule Dionyſius Exi- 
gius, Abbor of Roxie, in the time of 
Fuſtinian the Empe: our, about the year 
532. got it cſtabliſhed for the onely 
trucand orthodox account, becauſe it- 
was the ſoleaccount uſed by the Chriſti- 
ens.thar lived before, bur eſpecially , 
by Euſebius, Ferome, and Proſper of Aqui- 


tane,' who uſe none but in their Eccle- 


fatical Hiſtories of the Primitive times. 


.; Toadde more light hereunto, there is 
BE « | .'a 


$4 


Fathers. 4 
a manuſcript in theArchives of the pub- 
lick Library art Oxferd in the Arabick 
tongue, being, a Codex of the'Coun-ſ 
cels colle&ed by Foſeph the Egyptian, 
wherein it is afhrmed,- that both the 
Feeft, and alſo the day thereof, Decem- 
bcr the 25. is ſaid to fland by Apoſtoli- 
call Canon, the words make it the AQf 
of a Councell, ſaying, Te are to confli-l 
tute an Anniverſary Feaſt, at the Nativity 
of the Lord Chriſt, cnihe day on which bf, 
was born, that is, onthe 25 day of the fir 
Canon i. e. of December; for this is theft 
principall of all the Feafts. _ 1 
*  Therels another Arabick Manuſcript 
in the Archives- of the publick Librarich 
in Cambridge, compoſed by Sabid Aben 
Batrick, who. in the life of Conflanting, 
hath theſe words te the ſame purpoſe 
Our Lord ani redeemer FeſusChriſt was born 
on the 15 day of the firft Canon, that is,of De 
cember,. and on the fixth day of the ſeconkh 
Canon, that is, of January, wasthe Fpipha 
ny or Baptiſme of Chriſt. The Egyptian Ca 
 Jendar,' ih Kirker de compitatione Eccleſiffii 
cap. 3. and Johannes Anticckenus or MelaSt 
fa, doin plain'terms afirm the ſameY(; 
Theſe teftimenies I have tendered as they 
£2 wert 


L L 
6 \ 


were tranſcribed'and Engliſhed by paint ; - >" 
tul Mr-Gregory and communicated to me 
by that learned, worthy and judicious. 
Divine, .Do&tor Hammon. As alſo thac 
Saint Chryſoſtome, in his Homily on Chrifts 
Birth day, preached to the people of 
fl Antioch,doth affirm and profeſſe,: that he 
li-E had it out of the Cenſuall Rolls or Ta- 
\IN bles of Auguſtus the Emperour, that is' to 
{fay, thoſeRegifters of all chat were cn- 
rolled by Auguſtus his Decree, Luke 2.1. 
beltogether with the place and day-of the 
rflMoneth, and year wherein it was done, 
thithat our Saviour ; Chrift was born on 
the 25s. of December , gagd Tay axerBa; 
Ipthraire iidbroy ,; x} Thy Toy exelony Gnty + 
rior adpanrpayty, We have received the 
benlday from thoſe that accurately knew 
me$heſe things, and who dwelt in che Ci- 
fe r.of Reine: :.'.: i | 
or That enrolinent or dzoypegy orCenſus was | -"Y 
DcFlearly the occafion ot Joſepbs andMaries | 
colFoming to Betblebem,\ & when they were | 
Mdpon that occaſion, Chriſt was born, | 
CaJnd muft therefore have his name ayd - 
eftFirth enrolled alſo, as Saint Chryſoſtome 
ſelsÞnndic in them. And to theſe Tables 
meYlo 7uſtine Martyr, in his Second Apolo- 
het © - ge, 
were 


Fy Y 
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'. - Fatherl. .. 


gie, FR", bis Appeal to dad, thi 
| place of:Chriſts- birth 5. even to. thoſe 
Emperours of Rome, who would cafily 
| have been able to have diſapproved him, 
if it bad-not been ſo.' And further-to 
witneſſe the truth of their teſtimony, 
the ſame Father, writing againſt Mar: 
Czon, lib:\.4.cap. 19. faich, Cenſum Auguſti 
fidelifimum teftem Dominic. Nativitatis, Ro« 
mane Archive cuftodiunt, The Romane Ar- 
chives preſerve Auguſtus Cenſuall Roll ,'a 
mo faichful witnes of the Birth of Chriſt; | 
Clemens : . Butto pur it beyond-all doubr, Cle 
Romanus eng the Scholar of the Apoſtles, mentio+]. 
7 d by Saint 'Panl;' and' called Cle 
Phil,4 3, N* Y' -oalnt 2g C \ 
ment of Rome,: to diftivguiſh bim fromF 
the other of Alexandriq;. who flouriſhed h 
in the ſeventicth year of Chriſt ,, wht 
all the Apoſtles ( Zames excepted ):wert 
alive, who was Regiſter unto them, ang 
writ the Book of the Apoſtles: Confil 
rutions, .in the thirteenth Chapter of 
The Apc- the ſaid Books ſets this down for one: 


lolicall Dies natalis Domini noſtri Teſu Cri: 


rk __ tz celebretur, wiceſi 0. quitto diftr: 


Chriſts menſis noni G. E. Decembris) ago! 
Birth, merando 4 Martzo. LN 
"> >, *+ * id. 


A 


h 


E®:GPEH +: "a Þ ag toe fp” 
4 . y wo L; 
þ 4 L, 
. 


OE OO OE) es I hg . F 4 2 x RG Ps "8.5 : 4 » 
_ —_-_— S - 0 q . »F% . P * ” 
ICT LR : - : - 4 . = ! 
S: 10» '23 
, 4 - 


£ 
> 
» 
F 


_* Lee the Birth day of our Saviour Fe- 

Bs Chriſt be 'celebrated on the twenty 

MW fifth dey of the ninth moneth, (that is to 

1 | lay, of December) beginning to reckon 
from March. | 

And again, 


-YDies. Feſtos 4 gitate fratres, ac primnm 
. quidems diem Natalis. 


i - Brethren, keep diligently . the Feaſt 
3 $49es, and truly in the ficſt place the day 
1oof Chrifts birth, | | 
oj. Bchold the Conſtitution it ſelf, word 
jor word, and his exhortation annexed; 
$y which and; what hath been already 
Faid, aud what ſhall be {aid hereafeer, ic 
-Hoth. and ſhall appear, that the twenty 
-riftb. day. of December, hath even from 
\{8be Apoſtles time, been kept boly by all. 
$briftians, ſolemnly meering together in : 
Skcir feverall Congregations," for the 
Þirib day, of ourSaviour Chrif, there- 
_ .$pon joyning together in publick pray- 
$'5, heaxing the word, receiving the S2- Cong. 
@Fratmbiirs , and giving thanks for bis (6.5 cap.:; 
zigoming into the world;za}l building up- | 
this Conflitution,, grounded upon. the' 
| forecited 
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forecited- places of the Word of God:Þ, 
__._,_-- Sappoleitistrue, which is not, thatY; 
Juſtine An, Juſtine Martyr,” -Irenbus and Tertullian, Y 
r50. thoſe firſt Fgthers, who flouriſhed in the 
| age next to the Apoſtles, make no metiti- 
- on of keeping of this day, have nota! 
line in all their writings now extant, 
ro- exhart the people to obſerve the 
ſame, ſhall we .therefore. conclude that: 
the day was not therefore «rnzally ſolem-i 
nized? 'Noin no wiſe' (tor thoſe purer. 
- Chriſtians did doit without all doubt 
though many times privatcly, for tearſ7 
of perſecution ) but their flence eon- fy 
cludes rather, that' the Chriſtians then'Yy 
needed no exhortations to ſo holy a du-fy 
_'ty,norno informations concerningtheÞo 
" day and year of our Saviours birth, ' they ha- if 
\ ving in perfe& memory what the: 4po-Yir 
les had delivered concerning this par-Hhn 
ticular, 24 Sant ELITE IE LAG: » 
; Bue when afterwards the Myſtery ffi 
iniquity began to worke , and divers 
Chriſtians in thoſe times of perſecationſh 
and ſedacement, iorgot theirdaty, and 
divers bereticks, the filthy ſpawne of Ebifh 
on'and Cerinthu, began to deny the Gold 
head of out Saviour ,. as a bevÞ! 
| Poa of 1 0!l; I 
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"Blotion. Proclus,  Alcibiades, Themifton, Pa- 
Clotlus., Artemon , Alexander, who with - 
i Emany more crept into theChurch, about 
the yeer 200. \d:nying not onely his 
* YDeity, affirming him a meer mar, concei- 
| Yicd of mans, ſeed , bur denying alſo his 
BBirtb-day to be kept holy, and dehorting 
Fthcir Proſelytes from worſhipping there-= 
Yupon , leaft they ſhontd ſeeme-to ho-: 
-Ypour  and+ alfoe  acknowleage' him 
er for God. Hereupon the Fathers, thoſe Pri- 
Almitive lights, to vindicare our Savionrs: 
BDcity, and to.fhew that Drvine worſhip 
«was due to him, began vehementiy to 
Furge the keeping of the day, urgiig the: 
tradition. and aforement ioned conſtitution 
Aof the Apoſtles,, the examples of their fore= 
a-Wathers, and the Churches univerſall prafiſe, 
ſn the times that: they lived in, bringing 
rin che caſtome of the Churches of God, as 
Þ maine argument, as the Apoffle like- 
Twiſe doth', in a ſmaller matter, x Cor. 
$11. 16. Itis true what Tertulian ſaith, 
oufihat Chriſt was called truth not cuftome, and: 
rUthat ' cxffome without truth is nothing 
biworch but know that - the cuftome of the 
09FChurch, grounded upon trath, is likean. 
Yi Þrmcd man to fight for and maintain it., 
La C To 
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Clemens 4. thers,Clemens Alexandrinus, who flourith- 


©" texand, an- ed at the ſamerime with Tertullian, in' 


20234. theyeare 204. repures and cenſures the' 
| followers of Ba/ilides for Hereticks, who 
held that our Saviour Chriſt was borne 
on the twenty fourth, or twenty fifth 


of Pharmuth or April, and others: that. 


ſaid that Re was. borne on- the ewenty 
fifth of Pachon or May, contrary to the 


ancientand received Tradition, Libr. 10.” 
Stromatum. Differences abour it argue 


x 


the ob{crvatlton. | 
: _ . Next after him Teleſphorws in his de- 
Teceſph071% creral Epiſtle ſaith, Statutum eſt, Se, It 


= = ordained , that in the holy night of the Na- 


117, tivity of our Lord and' Saviour , they doe ce- 
l*brate the publick Church- ſervices, and in 


them folemnly fing the Angels Hymne, be- |; 
cauſe alſo the ſame night be was declared unto |; 
the Shepkeards by an Angel, as the truth it 


ſelf doth witneſfe.” 
Next atter htmTheophilns Bp. of Ceſares 


—_— Paleſtine, aman approved by M. Perkins 


in his demonſt:ation of the problem; Pol. 


2.p:597. affirms, that we vught to cele- 


brate the Eirth-day of our Lord, on what 
day; (ocver the 25.of Decem.ſhall happen. k 
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j Helis cl ed by. Magdeburgenf's Gent. 2; 
$6. and by Hoſpinian de. orag, Feſtorum Chri- 
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ffienorum. | 
da famous about the year 226:in divers 
parts of his works recorgs the annuall 
and univerſal obſervation of. the ſame. 

ſame age- with ; Arnobius and Lattaniius | J 
and flouriſhed, ay the years 240. Biſhop 
of Carthage, and_aglorious Martyr, hath 


E. 


=. Atecr blraGoprian C who lived in the gies 145 


Yone whole Sermon. now extant in his 


Workes, preached apon the yery day of 
Chrift's bicch,, part whereof we ſhal here 
ingrofſe, which willgivegxcellenc lighe 
to the truth of chis parricylas. 28, 

_His-wor $ fallow. HF 3 5p , ; 


:;*Adeſt Chriſti multum.. defider 


A. 


o 
= - 


ica,& imprzx{enciarum Salvatori 


: Aryexpeftara Natintins.) Ade ſolemni; Nar, Dow. 


{as in 


Ferates & laudes vifitatorifyo per orbem 
ella 


terrarum. ſanQa .reddit Eect .Gaudia 
nobis.czlicus nunciaatur |aticia impe- 
retur, Box ita ſacri partug c6ſcia, nobig 
wlgoribusilJuftractur;gloriantur in cer. 
Lſtibus ſuperi, pax in'terrabona vo' ane 


Fi35.hominibus confirmatur.Adjune Anw 


gli, loquuntur Paftoribus , non de=: 
EE C2 dignantur 
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panennc. 4 oY 
WW  -:. - * © © * The muth deſired and long Iook'd 
"3K for day of Chriff's Nativity, is now preſent 
bo - with us, "that famous ſolemnity 1s now 


D  __ _uponus,' and'as upon this preſent day, 
EE - - _ - thebolyChurch, throughout the whole 
| world gives thanks co her Sqviour, atid 


'renders praiſe to him, that as tÞ;zz day vi- 
ifited ber from on high. Joyes are preached i 
from Heaven, and merry-making com: 
manded on earth. 'Fhe foregoing night 
conſcious of that ſacred Bifth, is by us 
turned' today by bright Burning 
Lamps and © Torches: ' The pow: 
ers above give glory to God in the 
\ higheſt, peace is promiſed upon earth, 
- and good will confirm'd unto men. The 
Angels are preſent, and ſpeak to the 
Shepbeards, they do mot now disdain: 
to opernithetr niouthes to mean perſons;Þ]. 
and though they be moſt glorious crea-ſſ 
tures ,-/ yet they deſpife not thoſe who 
are weak &c. So farre be and theFethers 
that lived before the Councel of Nice ial 
the firſt, ſecond? ' and thiird'Centu- 
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Fathers:. 
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'.To come tv: the fourth, ia the very 
LE bcginning thereof, Nicephorus, in the ſe- 


venth book of his Ecflefiafticall Hiſtory, 
and the ſxth Chapter, affures us, that 
at Nicomedia {a City of Bithinia) © when 
©the Feftivall of Chriſts Birth-day 
came, ard a multitude of Chriftians,- 
© of all ages, had af. mbled rogether in 
*the Temple to celebrate that Birch- 


* day. Dicglefiun the cyrant, having got- 


cen an advantagiout occafion, where- 
*by he mighe accompliſh his madneſſe 
' and fury, {ent men thither to jmcloſe 
f the Temple, and fer it on fire round a- 
*bout, and ſo-conſumed them all to 
© aſhes, even twenty thonſand perſons. 
Never was ſuch a bon-fire on a Thankssi- 
ping day, never ſuch. a Sacrifice an. the 
day of Chriſts Nativity ; ſo many zealous 
Saints aſcending up to heaven like Mano- 


| ab's Argel in the flame, to ſup with 


Chrift above, the beginning of whole 
day they kept with che Church below. 
But. in the ſame age more honour was 


_ done unto the day by Yalentinian Em- 


pcrourof the Weſt, Theodoſis the great, 
an3 his Son Arcadius, Emperours of the 
Eaft, who by their imperiall decreesau- 


3 _ thort- 
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E-- thariſcd the Feaſt of the- Nativity, as Ya- [i 
E - go Zobo doth witneſe, an Authour quo fc 
Id red by Do@or Billet 'in his Synopſis, 9.7 fly 
bk - gen. oont.q.$.p.406. *SLI0ÞS. B07. 7 WG 


pafilins - - Uf any man fill diſpute his credit; fm 
magnus there is mention made of it by Bafil the 
372 great, that' glorious lamp of" Ceſarea, 
. whoſe contemporaries were Athanaſius, 
Hillary and Optatus, 'about the'yezr 370. 

when this brighe Star of Cappiadocia,. in- þ, 
lightenedthe world, and witneſſed that - 

for his cime,the bleſſed day was annualiy kept || 

with ſalemn obſervance, and he honours it Þy 

with a new title,calting it Diem 90s 92r/a; fri 

as others afier him, Epiphaniam,or 7 #nF Jn 

gave the day of Gods appearance, and chat Þti 

| moſteicgantly, becauſe that: upon that IC 
"<A day, Oe: paysp wh & Jzpu} God Was Mis Fli 
x6. Tom, 1, Pifeſted in the fleſþ.Furcher he hath lefr us th 
 p.466. one Sermon preached thereupon now {ſe 
Extant. -- - | th 
Gregorins And Gregory Naz ianzen , who lived fp 
Nazianze- and flouriſhed at the ſame time, hath an (5 
746.372, Oration made to the people upon that 
day, -entituled, Oratio in Sanga Epipha- fn 

.* aiorimiumina, An Oratin upon the hal- BS 

_-- lowed: light of the Epiplanies, (by 
- P4.41z Which- name faith the learncd Zanchy\ 
k- 219. Theſes,” 112! | —_— the. 
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FL: DOE SITES | 
the Fathers did not underfland the day. 
commonly. fo called, when Chrift was 
{worſhipped _ wiſe men of the Eaſt, _ 
* but che day of his B:rth and Baptiſme.Nay: eq 
5 Imore, in his. 38. Oration, he breaks R_ 
e out into this admirable expreſſion, Yir- 

\ Btutes calkeſtes quoque hodierns die, &c. Tam 

2 confident, that even: the beavenly (powers: 

d alſo this preſent day celebrate the Feaſt to- 

- Bgetber,and Jeap exceedingly for joy, [eing they 

Yere endued with the love of. God and men. 

_ Epipbanizs, that great light of Cyprus, Epiphanixs 
who flouriſhed at the ſametime with the'437> 373- 
s two foremecntioned Fathers, and conti- 

F Inucd under the Emperours, YValens,Gra-: 
t tian, Theodoſgns, in his book entituled, 
© YCompendtaria, varia Dotirina, de fide Catho- 
= lice, & Apoftolice ecclefie, reckoning up 
$ Jtbe annuall Feaſts then kept, and ſolemnly ob- - 
v { ſerved by the Cathelick, Church, mentions 
the-day of Chriſts Birth for one of the 
d principall and chief. And further in his 
n 51. Herefie affirms, that Chrift was born 
t circa Fanugrium menſem, about the mo- 
= Fneth of January; who hath lefc us fix 2 
= {Sermons ell preachedon the very day. I 
Y The next is 4mbroſe Biſhop of Millain ywbroſe, 7 

\ in Italy, who flouriſhed at the ſame time 374. - 

"3 In —_ *  - under | 


png ha Fathers. MI ' 
under the Emperiis Gratian and Theodo- ! 
fi, abour the-year 374. Who doth 
wicnefſe for the: JYeſtern CLurches, that in 
them in his dayrs, this day'was generally} 
kept boly ; and in his ſecond Sermon | 
preached thereupon , deſcaniing upon! 

- the Birth dayes of Chrift? and Fobn rhe 
Baptiſt, his - forerunner, affi-ms Fob 
to be born at Midſummer, and our Sas: 
viour in the Winter ; his. WOrus are 
theſe. 

* Ecce in Nativitate Chriſt dies crefs 
<cit', in Nativitate Johannis decreſcir, 
© Chrifto oriente lux proficit, Johan! 
£1: naſcemie minuicar ; Ipſa enim. quo- 
*d:m modo tempora famulantur par- 

(tubus tuis. Cum derrimentum faciunr : 
©Servus gignitur,: cum ante Dominus 
© nafcitur ; angientum conſequunear; 

. profeftum plane facit Dies cum muni 
c. Jotvator- oritur; difc&um partitur, cuni 
 *ultimus Propheta generatur. Scridii 
© tur enim, Lex.&* P ropbete aſque ad Folans 
© 2m, arque ideo necceſfe erat ut obſcu: 

6 racretur legis obfervatio, ubi evocatio 
© ubi Evanpclii gratia, refulgebant » & 
© cefl-ret. prophetia veteris teſtament; 

\..- * cum. novi Tcſtamenti  gratia. {ucce- 
WS WT 2) | « , dcbat 


£0 Bafil the great, and of the (ame 


do- FF debat.. Ergo, in, Nativitate - Down 
ch | proficit Dies" queni ſplendidifſima hux 
in Þ freriatis flumitat... Ge MT aLEL® 
uy | BibvldCſatth be) at che Rirth of Chriſt 
on'f the day doth «<ncrcaſe, ar the birth of 
on pie doth decreaſe: .CEriſt riling the 
he} gh: i8augmented, 7Ftn being burn 1: 
W is leflened. For the very tjmes in a 
as | tmanner do wait upon their {eyeialNact- | 
rey vicie?; when they looſe,the ſervant is born 
E when they gain toe Maſter is brought 
cl-"F forch. The day doth ſeniibly encreafe 
It, .when the Savior of the worlt cave inco, 
n*F ic, buc decreaſe, when the l:ſt of, the Pro- 
0 phets was born init; for it is wiitten,that 
rf the Law & the Prophets continwed tilJohns 
"| and. therefore it. was neediull that the 
158 obſervation'of the Law ſhouid be dark- 
"3 ned, when the calling and grace of the, 
7 Goſpcl began to ſhine clear - and ithic 
ny the Prophefic of the Old Teſtament 
f ſhould ceaſe, when thegrace of 152 new 
" did {ucceed. Therefore up9n the Lords 
- birth, the day dothencreaſc,becaulſe che 
. » brighteſt light of _ tmuth doth enlighten 
it, | NY ey | 
3 The next is Gregory Nyſſen, brother Gregorius 
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with Saint Feromey he was preſent, at. | 


-the firſt Councel of Conſtentinople , -and 


writ the Creed confirmed in that Conn- 
cel, he flouriſhed about the year 380,and | 
witnefſeth the very fame thing with 
Saint Ambroſe in his Oration made up- 
on the day of Chtifts Nativivity :faying, 
<In hac die minui tenebre incipiunt, | 
©noGifque modi augeſcente radio, ad 
« defeftum rediguntur, My fterium natu- 
ra exponit pcrſpicacioribus, ac docet | 
© quid fibi velir, quod in adventu Domi- 
©ni dies creſcit, nox decurtatur. 
Upon this day the darknes begins to di- 
miniſh, and the nights, by the encre-fing 
ſun-ſhine grow ſhorter;nature her ſelf ex- 
pounds the myſtery to the more prudenc_ 
& reacheth us whar is meant by this, that 
at the coming of Chrift into the world, 


the day encreaſeth and the night diminiſheth. 


Then he addes. the expoſition in moff 
e]egant rerms following. 

© Bgotalia quzdam dicentem mihi vi- 
© deor andire Creaturam ; Vides - no- 
©&em ad ſummam Tongirudinem pro- 
*oreflam, atqueulterius currere, ac pro- 
, Prci defiftere, Be in contrarium refolvi. 
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nd F<que extremam vequitiz magnicudinem 
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«affecura'ho:lie ulterius progredi, ac fibi 


<quift pofſidendo ufa” capere prohibira 


&,atq; dchincad defetionem redigitur. 
cVides lucis radtum diuttus durare, & 
ſolem effec ſolico ſublimiorem, animad- 


&yerte verz lucis adyentum, -quz radiis, 


*Erangelicis orbem itluminar. _ 
Me thinks I hear the Creature ſpeak- 


fling ſuch like: words:-as theſe unto me. 


Thou feeft the night hath gain'd his ut- 
moſt length, and ccaſeth now to run_. 
out, orto be extended any further, but 
as it wire to retreat. ' Take notice then, 
that now the ditboneſft night of fin, having 
encreaſed it ſclf, as far as it was poflible, 
and reached the extreme point of un- 
godlinefſe, was this day prohibited to 
reach any further, and hereupon became 
ſhorter, and ſhorter. Thou. ſeeſt the 
Sun to ſhine longer than it did the dayes 
before, and to appear higher in the Hea- 
ven than it was wont; takenotice then 
of the true light, that at this time ſprung up 


among ws, and by the beams of the Go- 10+0n;mus 
(pelenlightens every one that comes into Tom.g.p 83 - 


the world. And S. Hierome ſeconds him, ©.1. 
a | ſaying, 


| Prudentias, | Gf 
ſaying,. that the day.kept in memory of 
our Lords Nativay,: is the. day on which 
the ancient report is, he was fgrn. 
prademine, The pexe iss Aurel Progemtive, mag in. 
";nno 390. his Catbemerjnon gives us Carrol, a Divine 
Hymnus 8. Hymn, by himpen'd, and madc in honor 
Cal.Jan.v. at Chriſt, who was born that day. | thall 
= - ; ., give 
— rm nr nn eter CE 
Vid eſt quod arum circulum, 
= Sol jam recurrens deſerit, 
 Chriſtus ne terris naſcitur, 
| Dui lucis aupet tramitem? 
| Hen quam fugdcem gratiam 
| Feſftina wolvebat dies ? 
| On mpene Jubiudtem facet 
| Senſim recija extingxerat ? 
Celumniteſcat, Ietius 
Gratetur & pardens bums, 
Scaeniit gradatim denuv 
Fubar priores lineas. - 
_ Emerge dulcis Puſto, 
©uem matris edit Caſtitds, 
Parens & expers Conmugis 
Mediatcr & euplex genus. 
Ex ore quamlibet Pat! is, 
Sis ortus & virbo editus, 
T dmen paterno m peciore , 
Sophia Call: bas privs.. 
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give You 1 both” in” Latine ,and 
Enghſo, thatit nay be like Moſes his 
ſong, Deut. 31.28.4 record agatiſt them 
that keep nor the day, which theold Fa- 


ther ſo devoutly merry did 200 years ago,ſo 
much honour, with a plece 'of Divin* - 


Poefie, his ftrains follo W. 9 


—_— 


* 


- —— —_ — 
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"Ow happens it that now the Sun, - 


From thWartik circle back 'doth run- 
Is Chrifts Birth day now come in fight, 


That doth augment the train of light? 


How did the haſty day alas! _ 
Before rowl up his flying grace? _ 
How did it plece-meal par'd away, 
Almoſt put outthelamp of day? 


The Heaven may glifter with more ſtate, 


And the glad earth congratulate, 
For now again upon this day, 
The ſon doth climb his former way, 


Then ſhew thy ſelf, Babe ſweet in feature, 


Thou God and man our Medjatour, 
x4 forth' by a moſt chaſt creature, 


| Whoknew no man, and yet a mother. 


Although ſprung from thy Fathers mouth, 
And publiſt'd by the word of truth, 
Thou waft that wiſdome that did rt 
pg efory thy Birth in Fathers Breaſt. 
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Calum Hemgues & Cetera, 
4 irtute verbs « effe Fd funt.. 
Hee cunt .ndm verbum Es ES 


- Sedprdinatis ſeculis, *.- 
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Rerumgue digefto ſtatis, © 
Fundator ipſe & artijex, 
Permanſit in patris Sinn. 
Donee ratata annalium 
Tranſ wolverentur millia, 
Atque ipſe peccantem a din” 
Dignatns orbem vi ſeret.” 
Nam Ceca vis wortalium,. 
Venerans inanes ngni as, 
Velera vel ſaxa alpida, _ 

vel ligna cred:bat Deum. . . 
Hec dum ſequuntur, perfid 
Predonis 1n {4 venerant, 

Et mancipatam fumido © 
Vitam barathre. immerſtront,. 


Stragem ſed iſtam non Ng $ 


Chriſtus cadentum gentium, . © 
Impune ne ferſafi ſui, 
Patris periret fabrica. © 
Mortale corpus indvit,. 

Ut excitqto corpore $5 
Meortis catenam frangeret z.. 
Hominemque portaret patri.. | 


— 
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Which ever prompt.the heav'o.did-frame 0 * 
YAnd all things elie thar we can name, 4 


As Heayen and day, and all abroad,. ._ -. * 

YThe word made all,that word, was God. 

 BAnd now the world is-ordered, 

And Gate of things eſtabliſhed, | 

Wl hefounder yet, and work-man mak, 

Mn Fathers boſome did remain, . - 

Till many thouſand years run roufg 
ourfing o'r them rhat.dwelt on ground 

Je did voucſafe to viſit them, 7 

[Whe world of daily finning men. 

For mortals ſuperſtition-blind,... 


f 
\ 


*FYorſhipping vain toyes of mind, . 

TÞrafle, wood,cold ſtones, believ'dto bg. 

:|Whe onely God in perſons three. ; +. ... 
'Þ7 this means then did fall all. Lands, 3 
 Yato the trayterous robbers hands, .....: 3 


heir enſlav'd ſouls without reaſon, . 
lunging in Hels 1: bow priſon. | 
ut Chriſt could not endure the tall. - 


"ZÞnd laughter of bis Gentiles all | "> 
Unpuniſhed, Jeſt in that day, TTY 

i" UYis Fatbers fabrick ſhouſd decay. |... 

"I mortall body he did take, >. © _ 
| Ahat therein moving he might breaks . | 


© xFhe chain of dearh, pull our the Ring)... A 
nd man unto his Father bring, . .- 1M 
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__ -Hicille Natdlis Dief + 
Duo te creator arduns . 
Sparavit & limo indidit ., 
Sermon? carnem glutinans. 
Sentisre virgo nobilis- 
Afatura per faftidia, 
Padoris ntatfunt decks 
Honore partus creſcere ? 
O quid rerim gaudia 
Atear pudica continet, 
Ex qua novellum Seculunt 
Precedit & lux aurea. 
V agitus ille Exordium 
Verngztis orbis prodidit, _ 
Num tune-renatus ſordidumt 
Mundus veternum depulit. : 
Sparffſſe tellurem reor 
Rus omne'denſis floribus | 
Tpſaſquebarenss (yrtium.. 
Fragraſſe nardo & ne7are. . . 
Te cun{id naſcente#1 (pier ) 
Senſere dura,& barbara : 
Vifu{que ſaxorum rigor. 
Obduxit herbam cotibus.. ,, 
Fam mella de ſcopulis fluunt 
 Fameſtillat ilex arido _ 
Sudans amomum ſtipite: , 
Tam ſunt myricis balſama. 
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by This, © Chriſt,was hy. AAR Ed» 
\ | When the Creator cloath'g-with os. 

FE Thee breath'd:/by.him,: 8nd then acieft, 
The word unto the fleſh glu'd faft. 

0 noble Virgin do'ſt-nor. fee - - 

| (Made pregnant by bumilicy ) 

| The Honour of thy chaſtity .. : i 

TBy kim enhaunc 4 that's 2M of ik ; 

$0 how greatjoyes; themſclves entomb : 

YOf chings below inghy-chaſt womb, 

J Our of which, this gey.came jn fight 

| Anew age and a golden light. $ihy 0 
 UThe crying of. thy Bahe\begart :: 

Y The worlds fpring, theforethe Gums 6c FT 
For then the worlgmade new that dey : } 
og Her old fou] coat didcalt away. 7 
'< Then I ſuppoſctbecarth indeed ſpread Ip 
| With flow'cs all:thigk; the Coutrey 
JAnd even the Indjan quickdands,: | 

4 With Nardand NeFarchreath'd. b'd candy 

JO Babe things rude,andbarbar ous, 

FAll of thy Birth wareconfeious ; 
YU The ftones their hardnaſe did —nhe 

{And hardeſt whetfgyes fprouted:\ ral 

Now boney from the rock did fiHN: : 
 Y Thedry flocktelmhinid its good: _"_ 
Pn caring forth greet. fented Gum?” 
And fbrubs in as” 2 pure Balfor.”: 
Mp nat 


Prudentius;- 


O (anti preſepirtut, 
EXierne Rex, cunabula 
-Populiſque per ſeculum ſacta 

Mutis & ipſis credita. 

Adorat bec brutum pecus 3 

IndoFa turba ſcilicet, 

Adorat excors natio, 

Vis cujus in paſtu ſita eſt. 

Sed cum fideli ſpiritu, © * 
Concurrat ad preſepia 

Pagana gens, quadrupes 

Sapiatgue quod brutum fuit.. 

Nepat patrum proſapia, 

Peroſa preſentem Deum :' 
Credasvenenis ebriam, 

F wy il que Iymphatam rapi. | 
dprona per ſcelus-ruis # 
_ e, fi quicquam tibi 

Ment recedit mtegre, 
Dutem:tuorum- principum. 
 Hunc quem latebre, & Obfetrixi g 
Et virgo feta, & Cunule | 
Efimhecilla infartia, 
Regem-dederunt gentibus. 
Peccatpr,intueberis ': 
Qel{rum coruſeis nihibus, 
Dejefius ipſe, &-irritis 
Plangens reatum fletibus.” 


u Fara Fs ” 


Eternall King, bo: min aSaple © 

Thy boly Swatbbinds, Manger TY 

— + ſacred held by ages Path... -i....*.* 

Belicy*d by dumb men at the laſt aft, 

Theſe rb A the bruit beaſts, &'rhe Bore, 

The*unlearned rout ([ mean) adore, 

An heartlefle Nation, who, indeed : 

Know nothingelſe, buc how ko fecd. | 

Let Pagans with a ſtable ſp1i' RE A 

Unto the Stable run olitrhy © © I" 

Let four footed Beaſts diſcern” en + eek 

What four footed B:afts contern. 

Their Fathers Sonnes, they this deny... 
Hitting God, how us ſo nigh. (drunk 

_ Thou, wouldfl believe them poyion ;. 

ith furies irito madneſſe Cake.” 

Why doft thou headlong run tofin? 
*Tffame ſound'reafon'be within] =. 

?Acknowledy vChriff who Ts ”' 

-6f all thy Princes, the chick he ad, 


This Babe whom Midwile, LY night, | 
_— brgits liplited, broughs to Yeh, - KK 


*Ahid ona ge'weak; | now. Rd bolng 
Unto the Cemt16y| for a Km. , 


"Sher, rhon hls one day efpie ..*._ © fn 

Inſheavens bright tlotwids. ok Pigs. OS 

"D45eKed'cheri thauſhaltin Fas | 
mal, . :, 


Lirhent v with w_ "Y guilt 


aP 


* a. 


. 


Aano 390. 


bis Carrall. 
Cmm vaſia fignum buccind 
Terris cremandis miſerit , - 
Et feifſus axis cardinem 
Mundi ruentis ſolverit. 
Infignis ipſe & pr eminens 
Meritis rependet congrua : 
His, Iucis nfum perpetis, . 
His Gehennam & Tartarum. 
Fades tine fulmen Crucis' 
Exprta gui fit ſenties, 
Dnem, tefurorispreſule, 
Mors bauſit, & mox reddidit. 
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The next is Chryſoſtome, who lived at 
the ſame titne with Autelng Prudentius,a- 
bout the'year393:of whom the Chriſtians 
of Tauro Cilicia, were wont to ſay, that 
ic was'defter thac the Sun: ſhould with- 
draw filsſhining, than that Chryſeſtomr s 


mouth ſhould be |: c from ſpeaking, He 


o ' ſje * 
was fit a Pricft of Antioch, after thar 


— &X 


Biſhop 'of Conftantineple., called Golden 
month, and not without .cauſes, 'Demoſt- 


;Ridneram , the Chriflians De- 
ſe in_ an efpcciall manner 
ecorick"in magnifying the 


celebration - 


Prydenti tius, 


"When as he with loud Trumpets ſonad, 

Shall give a ſigne to burn the DS | 

And the broke ax tree : by his tall | 

Upbing ge the Center ruine all. - © = 

He judge ſupream), then alt apart, 

Shall give co all men.theirdefert, . 

To Mere light : Hells night for; 6. 

To ſuch as did defpife his day: 

Then $0 Fuded, Fudge ſhall be” 

1 he Croſſe a thunder bolc ſhall) be 

o thoſe fieree.men, who to death. 

JO him which: opt, and gave him 

= breach. 


h: of Ih . \ _ g _y - ww —_r 2 p 
Ps 56's jo * cf © | p ' 


celebration of iiday'io an lk pla 
a3 fg)loweth;and firſt, in his Oration De 
beato Philogonio.: ſaying, | 

Appetit jam Feſtym prpnium F torum 
Max4me venerandum , adorandymqu 
guod fi quis appelſet omnium Feftorum 
cropolin , baud qyuaquam aberret ; 
qutem hoc oft: ? Chriſti juxra carnem Ro 
ca$4 Ab boc enim zluſtreto Die, Feſtum E- 
pipheniorum, ac Saorum; Paſchs, Aſcenfie, 
& Pentecoſte, originem ac fundamentun du- 
cunt. Niſt enim ſecundum carnem ety efſet, 


Chriſta TR_—_ baptizatus fuiſſet, naw 
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day of our. Savioui, Chriſty; accordin 


- 


: ' ; p Hoek bs y 3 
the fleſh, which if any man ſhall ca 


cordfng to the fleſh, Hehad not been bap- 


3s'the Feaſt of the Paſſeover; 'he hadnot 
ſenr'down che HolyGhoft, which is the 


the moſt ancient, 'of the Fathers, who 


7 '4 : 
C 4 


LORE -._ + *. flowiſhed 


' Fathers. 


flouriſhed in the year 150. inhis ſecond. 


Apology,ad finem,and before himignatius, 
S. Febns Diſciple, who flouriſhed in the 


[71 yearafter Chrift, in his Epiſtle to the 


Mapnefians; and Irenew, who was fa- 
mous aboutthe year 180. writing to/z- 
f6r-Biſhop of Rome, and Tertullian, who 
writ in the year 203. Lib. de corona Mi- 
lity , do witneſſe, that the Feafts: fore- 
mentioned by Chryſeftome , were -genc- 
rally obſerved and Kept in their dayce, 
and therefore the Feaſt of the Nativity,not 
mentioned in their writings, not . ex- 
tant, muſt be then kept and abſerved al- 
ſo, it being according to the Father: the 
foundation of them all. OE 
' This 1 thought goed to note-by. the 
way, againft them that build much of 
their hay and ſtubble,againſt the honour 
of bis Birth-day that was born in the Stable, 
upon the filence of the firſt Fathers. 'We 
now proceed with holy Chryſoftome, who 
further addes in the forecited place. 

© Verum, noob hoctantum,par ef, 
* huncdiem c#teris anteponi, ſed ob id, 
quod in hoc natum eſt, *& c#teris om- 
. nibus {| venerabilius. Nam quod Chri- 
*ſtus homo fa&us, mortuus eſt, qui nul- 
4. lum 


ih. 


ONT Fathers. 
lum pectdtum pertraxifſer, quid huig' 
. poterit adjungi miraculo ? Sedmorias ih 
.lecorpus affumpfir, hoc quoque adnii-'Þ, 
rendumw. C#cerum, quod Deus cum el-; hi 
Aer volnerit homo: fieci, tantumgue fe: fps 
, dimitere ſuſtinueric, quantum if cogi-, ſip 
, tatione ne quidem .compleQi queas;y lb; 
choceft omnjum maxime reverendumy 
. ſuporiſque plenun,quod-quidem-Paus 
lus admirans dicebat, magnum efſe pie ||; 
tatrs myfterium:Deus;declarat us in carne;& as Kyi 
Ubi, 2-0 <-:im angelts apprehendit.De« lj, 
as ſemen, ſed ſemen'Abrahz apprehen« Ny; 
*dit, ut poterat fratribus in omnibus af» Nj 
S.-H 7 to 
; But not onely for this reaſon.:1s'it Nj 
thought meet * that-:Chrifts - Birth | day B+» 
. ſhould be preferred before thoſe of his I 4; 
Baptiſmie, Aſcenſion and | Pentecoſt ;_ bit I {; 
for that which was born thereupon, it oughc Þ 4 
to be held more venerable than all o- I 3, 
ther; for that Chrift made man ſhould J- 
dic, who had contraved no fin ;. what Þ| 4: 
can be added co this miracle, /but that be | þ 
did aſſume a mortall bodj? this is alſo-won- I-t 
dertiri{afid co beadmired. But that be- I'y) 
ing God; he ſhould be made man, and Fe; 
fo far debafe kimſelf, as cannot enter in- 
Pc 8 FRE 2... 


Faibers:” 


to the hind of man ro conceive: 's this 1s 
of all: che other, the moſt wonderfull 
znd full of amazement, which Paul ad- 
hiring, cryes ont, - Great: is the. myſtery of 1 Tim. z. 
dlinefſe, God munifefted in the fleſh; and 7+ 
74in in another -place,: He' t00k not wpoit. ——_ Tt 
hon the nature 6 { but the ſeed of 
Abrzham, that might be made gods 
brethro i in alt things. © 

#: Propter hoe potigimum diigo den bunc,d- cpriftmas 
moque, & amorem cjus in medio propeno, ut day bid ho- 
vos amatorii bajur: pharmact purticipes red- ly by St. 
| Edam; Eoque: vos ommes obteſtors , rogoque ut £"/ _ 
ſmmo ſtudio, ſaatmaque alacritate , velitis ("1 © 

deſſe ; ſed prizs ſam unuſquiſque lomum-re+ Chyrch 
| prrget,: t vidaliynnes Domimunr nofirym , 1 then ſoto 
News jacentem; :\®uidenim excufabimgs, .aut do, as ſhall 
Ueno veniam obtinebimus? - $6 quitm Uipſe no- NS 

ſtrd cauſa deſcendevit de calisy, ms'al illum ex 

edibus noftris ire pravemur ? Pudni aliegene 

Parbariq; ex Perf de accurrunt,ut thum-vide- 

ant in preſepi Jacentem,tu vero ne breve qui» 

demi ſpacium emittiri ſuſtines, ut boe felici 

ſfpeGaculo perſruaris? Nam ft' cum fide ac- 

ſimus , procul dubio videbimns' illum in | 

Preſepi jacentem ;: Siquidem Menſa vicem .-— 0 

let Preſepiy'.. © ; 

-F or this very reaſon, 1 love this day in 
_ an 


E . .. "oY po 
. 
! c = 


50; Fathers 

an eſpeciall manner, and prapoſe unto. 
 youthe love thereof 3+ that I may make? 

you *partakers af this lovelie | medicine, 

<7 bens Fexhart and: beſeech:you-all, thati 
_ you will be preſent therewport, »with ' all en 
© -*deauvonrand all algcrity. But firſt of all-letN 
every one of'\us purge his-own houſe, lg 
that we may fee our Lord, Chriſt lying iniic 

his ſwadling cloaths; For whatiexcuf (hall 
___-:, :; }'we wake, ar whatplea, ſhall we put, inll 
.o: _ +. for our:apſchce?-if that upon that day 
_ . when heicame down: from Heaven for 
. - ourſakes, :we ſhould think: nauch to. gaſſſi 
© out of our owh:honſes:to worſhip him ſa 
» 1f when/Strangers and Barbarians did takeffi 
- a. far journey:;qut of: Perfa ,; that: they _ 

-- mighr ſte him. lying in the;Mawnger, web 
-+-.7* ſhould--grudege 'to goa little way. tov 
Church tyw:enjoy-< that blefſed fight. Forſpc 
Withoutall:doubt,it,we come hicher byſſi 

faith, we ſhall i@& him->Cradled in theſfſi 

. Manger, becauſe the Lords Table , :ſ{upÞ 
plies the place of that. Manger ynto us: $1 

2. Again; the ſame Father-in bis ſeconiÞc 
Tome, andtbe third Hemily ,. Preached: up 
.0n the day-of cur Saviors Nativity, ſpeaking! 

of the different keeping of the day-by 
Chriſtians in' Armenia, Egypt , and all 
A. ED A th 


__ 


Fathers... : 

op rol of the world beſides, they ob- 
ake ring the ſixth, of Janudry;on- the day 
ne, the, Epiphany, when he was Baptized, 
bard theſe rhe twenty 'f fth of December,thus 
$05 the controver te. JR 
let fff Traftemiis in corde noftro, quod 
ie; gderno dic Chriftus naſcjtur (25 Sci 
10 cet. Pecerbris) Alii putant quod in 
allSpiphaniis naſcitur ; Non damnemus 
ioflllorum opinionem,noftram ſequimur 
a), otrinam;; unuſquiſque, in ſao ſenſu 
orfſþundet, & forfican revelabit unicui- 
goflue Dominus. Et i1i qui dicunt tunc 
m2 Safci ſalvatorem, & nos qui hodie di- 
keflimus. naſci, unum. Nominum 'coli- 
exuue, unm infantulum ſuſcipimus. Sed 
weideamus quod magis rationabilius ! 
toÞÞatia noftra non reprehendir alios, ſed 
or os probat. Non ſunt noftra quz lo» 
byguimur, Majorynm ſententia eſt ; Univer= 
kefſus mundus, contra hnjus provinciz o- 
ppinionem Toquircur ; Hic Moſtoli fue- 
+ $nt, hic traditzo fuit;, Nos dicimus quia 


nihodie Chriftus natus cf, in.Epiphaniisy :- * 
5-g0 Epiphanits renatus. Mundus ipſe © © 


* ; o' {?3 © | F "> © ay 
teſtimonium noftrum, creatura nobif< 


byFum teftatur,uſq; ad hunc diem creſcunt 
]lfencebiz, ab hoc die crefcit Dies,decref- 
h ' : SAT ; On #._ d-4 tz? * cit 
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| Father}. 


©cirnox; Errorem: verltas ſubſr, hog 
«nobis ſol Jufti tix eaſticgr. - 2 -3- 
Ler us meditate in our heares thaffe 
upon this day ( to wit'December the tl 
zy fifth ) Chriſt was borge ; Others gn 
opinion, that he was borne upon the 
of the Epiphany ;' ; We do not condeti 
other mens opinions, -yet we will 
1ow our owne doArine;. 'Let every 
be reſolved in his owne minde,” and nig) 
the Lord will alfo reveale this parrich 
to every man. For both they that thi 
our Saviour Chriſt to be borne at wiv 
time,” and we that maineaine him toff 
borne as-this day, do worſhip the (alf 
Leird, and imbrace the fame Babe: : 
Jet us conſider whole ground js ſtrong ; 
Our reafon reprehends nor. others, 
juſt! fies our ſelves. The words we ſpa 
are nor ours, they are the definitive fe: 
rence of our anceftors. The whole walfft 
ſpeaks againſt the opinion of that of, 
Being Bap Province;, The dpoſtles are for us, thi: 
tizd in 7or- Traditiont kes our part, and weſay tif 
dan there= that Chriſt was borne as upon this / 
pen. and borne. againe upon the Epiphanif® 
The world is our witneſſe, the creature! 
Aificch with us, to this day the nipF* 
: increalyſ- 
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Fathers, - 
a. om. this day. they. doe de- 
Trad EQmes. in the place of Er- 
- This dojthe Sun of Rigbteouſnes rofe 


: oo more; for the time, chaKuber 
Fas in che foreſaid Homilie, thar the 
6 8tion' and Conception of our Lord 
s: upon the, eighth of the Calends of 
ml , and that he was borne in the 

f Tl of December , in the. wintcr time C hoy: anno. 

culfon the cight of the Calends of Ja- 396. 

| ; > 'WpOD the day of the winter 


w If now laugh. to think how the 5gno-, 
x opponent dath begin to. inſult upon 

:uſeſe ſeeming contradiions, andcalls 
uf: | Father: doterd, & is ready to dmce. 
Kxfor JO » ifbehad bur a: Soottiſh Bag- 
they. thatare wiſe know that 

> L ſt etrayen His Qwae Ignorance in-Chro- 
Wie» and _ HimGlE -_ for 


; 
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| ik efore., po wy in 91 
\Svernal Equinidee was iupbnthe. 25.08. 
of hy. A $0 our EngliÞ.and 


Ga 22 ulian © 


54 cw 
Zilian acconnt ,/ which" was the &; 
of the Calends of April, accorfinfſ} 
the accountof the Hebrews; thelr Ni 
their firſt moneth in the year , begin 
In the middle 'of our March, and Hhayffi 
in it fonrteene dayes' '6f-our Apritijf 
that the twenty fifth 'of Murch wichiulJ® 
the eighth of April; according th 
and' the 'ciphth of Famary-with thy” 
the twetity fifth of Dicembly with gt 

_ the twenty fifth of December then (ws 
Chriſt: was borne ) was the'day offi 
winter Solſtice. As Valerius Belt 

In his. Conipendiuni 'on* the "Sphe- 
Chr. atine P: 224.” doth: witnelſe in theſe wo 

' 398, Temyore Anguſti Oftjaviani',- fit oBſerod? 
nius, brume dies vigefmo*quints Decemnli 
erat, quo die.natui eft Obriſtis aſſertor rſſ 
In the tinie of AuguſtwOtavian asPliny(' 
ſerves, the ſhorteft day'was'onh the thi 
ty fifth of December:;' vn which. 
Chrift our tRedeeitnieti was borne? Y 

- alſo: the Falian and "Roman Kalendarsy” 
Baronius, Genebratd: Chron.” Tib. 3. Gli. 
terius; 'Tab..Chron. GorderLeſmor, Cl 

:iNote one thing tore, and thifſ 

the. great: zeale: of the Chriſtians SP 1- 
dayer," almoſt: 1300." yeares ggoe}'Yi 
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” «Fathers. 
»Fheir ſtrineſſe in computing and obſer- 
y; ying' tbe very day dbtbebirtb-of our Saviour 
-YCbrift, and keeping it holy, appearipg 
-Yeſpecialy* in'this ,' that they* would rior 
Mow ihe Armenitns," of Apyptians, - 
\Jan eleven dayes difference 3 Yea, is 
_lhathous a thing it was: accounted to 


Te keepit on any other day - bac'the ewen> © 


thilty fifth of December, that their DoQors, ].. 
[- Cole brighe- lights "of the Primitive --- 
Church. , both--writ-and' preached as 
withſtand it. oo» nr 

| So. much-for Chryſoſtome, and 'too 
ouch for any. Scottiſh. Piper to' play 


Tl Avenftine.. 
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7 ee thay fame —_ 4 " 


" Bibop of Hippe,in Aﬀeickaiamay.ou 
ud uſtine, the chal” -who flouriſhed. in- che you 
AST 20 $29+ Df hath for.) awd epevty Sormoosinl 
Preaching Þ4#nt,.P reached upon the very Any.of | 
on. mg Iirth, ; 5.40 in, Which be: YO dork ; 
mas dey. e Was [68 
gre bd, 6 grew wy - j 
—_—_ ——_— far jach hroly exerciſts, 31 Preai wel: 
Prayer, recriuing of the Sacrament, thank 
Living, and rep)cing, and that it was cou 

grated, fot apes; «04d 'ſantiified #0 that #9 

pod rg ,aum vifhble Sun of this wor 14, but by thi 
lh Creator racks in\bis ha ans a 
Strmen, detempore; -being: the __ b: 
upon the day, and more pliainely :in vt 
ewelfth Sermon,de Fempere, and the eighthſ; 
upon'the day, he ſaith, 
 Filius Dei, idemg, filing hominic fine Mea 

tre de patre natue, creavit_omnens Di 

peire. de matre natu« confecravit h 
Diem, Divina nativitate invifibils, humard 
vifibiles, ur ig, mirabilis, + 
| + The Sox of God, and the ſame the Son fi 
Cay, axe perſon, born of the Father with- 
One a Mother, created every "4s, borne of of 
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his Mother without a Farber, conſecrated 


57 


Wii day ; Inviſible inhis Birth Divine, vi-" 
nn le in bis-Birth humane; wonderfull'in 
2. T hat be Wai bor upon the ſhorteſt day ©. 
HEFibe year, that i the Lo afth Winter ﬆ LI 
lice, chat was then. upon. the twenty fifth the hor- 
bt December, tie doth anſiver in his fix: tcft day in 
al$enth Sermon, de tempore, and the twelſth 6 Jer: 
Sor: the day, giving the reaſori why he was | 
UiÞorne upon this day, 2x0 dic winer dies 
Ships interristhen which no ſhorter ſhines 
"pon Earth, becayſe (ſaith: he) he humbled 
wIB.im/elfe into the meaneſt coiialition ; there- 
| re be choſe the meaneſt and foorteſt day to 
uhh borne upon. OY 
Wwy' 2, Thatthat day thet be was borne upon Anguſhone, 
wa then the firſt day of the weeh, or our Siu-: Chr, — 
$2 in the night toregoing {the night be+ upon Sun- 
*e before the day, according to the Scti- 49. 
Wines computation, Gen, 1.) December 
"he ewerity fifth, he tellifierh in his Com- 
»AMcntary upon the 132, P/al, in his fourth 
ook, de 7 rin. cap.5. and in the end of his 
 JFineteenth' Sermon, de tempore, he gives the 
n-Faſon thereof in theſe words, Diem in 
I" or eavit lacem,Lux,n quo (reareatur elts 
ns; chat is co ſay, Chrift the light, choſe 
| B that 
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that day to be cr; ated, or. borne upon, in 
which he created the. 7;ght i: ſelfe, And af- 
rer-him,of the fame opinion is Nscephorus, 
Eccl, Hiſt.l.1.c.12. Dominus eAnonius 17, 
parte Hiſt. Tits. cap. 10, Bonavent. de vita 
Chriſti, Petrus dt Natalibus, Lucid, and 
divers others. 
. 4. That the day of Chriſts Birth Was every 
year kept boly by allChriſtians in his time, and 
| thatupon #hat, day they were bound by 
Chris ſpeciall duty to receive the Sacrament of the 
Birth-day Ls, Swpper,he doth moſt vehemently teſtify, 
a Sacra= and is line upon line, and precept upon 
Ro precept , throughout his works to exhort 
. ehem thereunto, as in his fixth and eighth 
Sermons, de Natalitiis Chriſti, his 26. de 
zewppore, but in his. 19, Epiltleto Fanuarim, 
hee is more peremptory, for having ſpo- 
ken of keeping the Feaſts of Eaſter, ard 
PentecoFt before, as if he were angry for 
forgetring the chief of all, he layes on with 
Ep.r 28, an Hic primmwm oportet, ut die Natvitatt 
Domint Sacramentum Celebremus, in me- 
| - = = anni Diem feſta devotione celebrare. 
in St. ; _ Iris our duty more they #pon any day, t0 
Euftines Teceive the Sacrament. every yeare upon the 
rime, Cords Birth-day,& 16 keep that day feſtival 
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moriam illius qui natus eft, ipſum revoluti 
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Fathers 


| «1d holy. And further,in his firſt Sermon, de 
remporeyhe bids the day, and. gives the peo- 
ple warning to.come to Chxrch thereupon, 
a | and co prepare themſelves in an eſpeciall ,, uruſtin 
:, | Panner,then to receive che Sacrament of his So, os 
Beay and Blond, The forme of his bidding Serm, 2, iy 
followes : : Dom:1.A4- 
* Appropinquante jam ſacratiſſima ſolen. "0s. 
4 | Mate, qua Salvator noſter imter bomiines 
\y | 1/ci miſericerditer volait, (Fratres (hariſe 
be | $1995) attentins confi derate, qualiter 0portrat 
-, | 105, 11 advents tante potentie preparari : ut 
Regems ac dominum noſtrum 14ti atque gan- 
dentes,cum gloria & laudibus mereamur ſuſ- 
h | /crpere,& in confpetinejua inter falices cetus 
te Sanftorum, gratulando' exultare, mags 
quam ab eo, prepter feditatem. noſtram re- 
pulſi inter peccatores eternam og onem 
merers. 
Et ideo rogo, moneog, ut quantins poſſu- 
mu cum Dei adjutorio laboremus: nt illo 
die cum ſincera, & pura conſcientia,& mun- 
do corde, & caibo  corpore, ad altare Domins 
poſſmmuc accedere, & corpus & ſanguinens 
£11466 non 4d jndicinm, ſed ad remedium anime 
neſtre mereamur accipere (& Panlo poſt 
Licet nos omni temopore bonts operibus Or= 
natos, as ſplendides eſſe; .comveniat , pre- 
£2 _ 
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Fathers. . + 
cipue in die Natalis Domini : Sicut in Evan. 


gelio decuit, Lucere debent hominibrs opera 


veſtra. 5 
Aloft Dear Brethren , the moſt ſacred ſo. 
\lemmity now approaching , wherein our 
Saviour mercifully vouchſafed to be borne 
among us; conſider more attentively: how 
we ought to prepare our ſelves for the ad- 
vent of ſo great a Power, that: we may bee 
counted worthy to receive our Zord with 


Joy and rejoycing, with glory and praiſe, 


andin his.fight ſurmonne in giving thanks 


in the midſt of thoſe happy Aſſemblies of - 


the Saints, rather than ſuffering his repulſe 

for our fi:thineſs,deſerve eternall confaſion 
among ſinners, 

' Therefore I exbort! and give warning, 

that we labour with Gods help to our ut- 


Muguftine, moſt power, upon that day ts come to the 
Anne 420 Loyds Table With a ſincere and pure conſci- 


ence, 2 clean heart, and x chaſt body, thar 
we may be worthy to receive hi body and 
bleed, not to condemnation, but for our 
owne-fonles hralth, (And then' a little af- 
ter ) | 

Tho 


ugh at all times we ought to be a- 


dorned, and beantified with good works, 
yet eſpecially ppon the Day of ewr Lords 
| N fg 


4 * 
Va an wy, lk «<a a9 . A oa i.CcCicComo:. ocqcqu wow cw wo. .ccm - ca 4.cqc TT CT 


Fathers; 


oughtourliglitsto ſhine before men, that 
they ſeeing our: works may then glorifie 
eur Father in Heaven, 
The Father preacheth on, and1 cannot 
chuſe but eake the notes and preſent them 
ro you, they are ſo-ſweet.. | 


Conſiderate que l Fratres) qnands aliquis 
[ nod. 


homo potens vel hobilis ;; Natalens ſunm,aut 
filis yo celebrare deſiderat » quanto fludio, 


aute plures Dies quirquid in dome ſud ſordb- 
dum inventrit or diatav emmnderi, quicquid 
ineptums > & incongrunm projici » quicquid 
tile & neceſſarium precipit exhiberi, Domus 
etiam fi obſcurata fuerit dealbatw , Pavi- 
wenta [copis mnndantur, & divers reſperſa 
floribus ornantur ;' Anicquid atiam ad ls. 
titiams & corpern delicias pertinet onsns ſeli- 
citudine providetar, Vt quid iſta (fratres 
chariſſims) niſs ut Dies n«talitirn cum gandio 
celebretur (hominis moriturs? $5.ergo tanta 
preparas in Natalitie tao, . ant filgiuus : 
quanta & qualia preparare debes Snſceptu- 
r16 Natalems Domini tni ? Si talia preparas 
morituro > qualia preparare debes ater= 
no? : 


 Confider my Brethren , I beſeech you, 


that when a great or noble man doth deſire 
"9 +7 


Auguſtine, 


420, 


| 61 
Nativity, s we ate taught in the Goſpel, Ma. 5.182 
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 toſolemnize bk ewnlor bis. Four Birth - day, 
with what eagernefſe-ke gives his Servants 
order many dayes before'toi make tleane 
_ ſhall be _ -Foule-ihibis on to 
calt ont what;fhaJl be found -unfictiog ,or 
= I undecent, to provide.what ſhall: be prof. 
_ orneceſlary... The walls:.are 'whited, 
yements:. waſhed ,' and fſtrewed . with 
fozwres of « diverfe ſorts; and whatfoe. 
'ver. bclongs ta.the. merry-making of the 
' ſoule, .or. che. delighting of the body, -are 
.procyred with all.care. And to, what end i: 
all. ehis-great- preparation (my beloved 
Brethren) but.to grace and glad the Birth- 
day of a mortal. map? If then thou pre- 
pareſt ſo great.and gay. things upon thine 
owne Birth aay,..or that of. thy Sonne, how 
much greater , and far more excellent 


2% % # 


manner of _—— __ thou -tc 
make. in honour of him that. lives, fo 

ever £ 
Therefore Whatſoruer ther Wouldſft bu 
ſorry to have found in thine one boul 
in the day of thine owne Nativity , hat 
# care that God may not finde the lit 
j 


. _ wm * " ” \ * rh __ ? be 6 
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a7 ... V3 
in thy ſople., 2pon the. Birth-day of hirouely 
OO. bf # 
\. The Father goes on, Certe 7 te Rex ter- Lugaſtine, 
rex, ant qQnicung, pater-famil ies ad Na: 420. 
zalitium ſuum invitaret, gualibus veftimen- 
th fiudutris ornate incedere,quam novicxuel 
mtidis;vel plendids,quarum nec vetuſtusmec 
vilitarynec aliqua feditatroculos invitantts of= 
fenderet?T alt ergo ſtudio in quantis prevales, 
Chriſto auxiliants, contends, ut diver is vir- 
tutum ornaments anima compoſita;Sinplici- 
rtatis gemmis &- ſobrietatss florihus adornata, 
ad folennitatem Regis eterns ; 1d eft» ad Na- 
talem W453 Salvatorts, cum ſecnra conſci- 
entia procedat:caſtitate nitida,charitate ſplen- _ 
£4; olomoſyni candida, Chriſtus _ do. Avex. 
minun ſi tt ita compoſitum natalitium [num 
celebrare cognoverit : Jpſe per fe venre , 
& animam tuam 01 ſoluns wvifitare , ſed 
etians requieſcert & perpetuo in illa dignas 
bitur habitare. Sicut 2 Cor. 6. Apoc. 3:20, 
Et quan falix eſt iſta anima que vitam ju- 
f- 477 ita, deo auxiliante, Studuerit gubernare, 
|| ut Chriftnm boſpitem & babitatarem merea- 
tnr accipere ! | | | 
Certainly if an earthly King,or any Hovſe- 
keeper, ſhould invite thes to the Froff 
LTC. SIA Za TY 


5 


, he RN PIES 028 wag MY 4 TR 
: T* - oo ” -— — ” - 
; | « 
\ «he Ys . 
I EAR 


OT: of bis Nativity ghy | wouldf care to cloath Jlar 
— thyſelfe with ſuch new, near, ard gallact hi 


attire , of which neither the .oldneſle, I/ 
courſenefle,or fouleneſſe, mighe offend thef] 
eyes of frin that Invited thee, Do thou 
ſtrive then;by the tielp of Cbrif, as much ſjni 
2s poffible thou canſt, co adorne thy ſelfe [8i 
with divers veſtnons ornaments ,. as the fjj 
Jewels of ſimplicity, and the Elowers of I; 
ſobriety, 2gainſt the great Salewnity. of the |, -. 
Eternal King, that is to ſay the Birth-day 


of our Lord and Saviour, that thy ſoule may thy 

- draiy near witha fafe Conſcience, purified fiyi 
by chaſticy, ſhining through charity; and 
made white with almes-deeds, For if fs 
Chrift thy Lord doe know that thou being | 


2 Cor. 6. thus fitted, doeſt ſanifie his Bjrgh.day in fþr: 
, Rer-3-30, ris compoſure : hee will come unto. thee ſad 
-  himſelfe, and will not onely vouchſafe ro Jdi 
viſite thy ſoule, but to take up his reſt and Jy 
. dwell cherein; 'znd how happy is the ſoul {| 
of that man,who by Gods aſfiltance,ſo ot» 
ders his life,that hee may be counted wor-. 
thy to have Chriſt for his gyelt and inmates fs 
So much ſhall ſuffice to have glaunced out by 
. of this holy Father, for the clearing of this &y 
articular, EY | __ ” 
The next is Oro/izw, St, AugniTines oe Ii 
ar, 
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ththe yeare 425. who writ ſeen Books of H, 6 
' {fory, which he dedicated ro his. forelnd 
*[Maſter, in the ſeventh and ſecond Chap- 
o 

'} 

e 


er, afficming the yery ſame things, coneer- 
ning the honepr, time, and day of Chrifty 
e [Bir oh chat. his Maſfeer. did before him,thae 
> it was. on the SWenty, fifth of Decems- 
t Ber + 


e.-Inthe fame »ge flouriſhed { afſia aus, 2 


who teſtifieth che very ſame, and- agrees 
ag the former ; who further ſpeaking of 
d the £gyptians, who did (as hee afficmes) 
1 j atigta tra1itione, by zncient tradition,ob- 
5 fcrve the day of the Epiphary, in remem- 
2 ſbrance both of Chrifts Birth and Baptiſme, 
8 þ ddes, that thzy did not diſapprove the 
) Jdiffcrent cnſtome of the weſterne Chrifts- 
| s, who kept it on. the 25. of Decem- 
meer. 

*| And ry bim accords Nicephorus , 
* $45. Eccl, lib, 1.c. 12 ſaying , Vig-ſomus 
; 

t 

p. 


qunm ineffabile pigtatis, & amorhs, erga ge- 
{ bumanum tue (V erbum Des) maxi- 
| a inerrabilis partus per ficitur myiteria 
£ was then che 25, of a 

ef 


&s -3 
e, and afterwards a Prieſt inSp4in, abont Paules 


Oroſpua, | 
Anne "_ 
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Piel of <Mafſilia in France, Anno 440. Anno 449 


Be guintiz tum werfos Decembri, erat Dies 


We 


Fathhers: 6 


- .. c- When thoy, O Word of God, the unſpeakable 
..". myRery of thy goodneſſe and love toward: 
mankinde , and the ixceeding great Birthf f 
Was accompliſhed, Followi g /Aaximu, ; 
- Biſhop of 7 ours in France, of the ſame " 
time With Leo the great, who hath fx Ser-ſ, 
mon preached upon the day , extant : <A 
Chryſologus who hath one , Seton 
I'72., _ 
"La the Great, Bihop of Rome it that 
F LeoMazn. Time alſo, xn holy and famous man, tha A 
| Aano 430 ſat at the ſterne of chax Church for aimol 
one and twenty yeares, hath tenne Set 
mons' prexched upon the day ;- in thi 
firſt whereof hee proves the point, ſay: 
ing, 
. Servator nofter hodis natus eff, guaded 
115, neg, fas ef3 locum efſe triſtitis, ut 
Natals eft vite, que conſumpts mortalin 
115 timoremobis ingerit de promiſſa eternitat 
letitiam. Nullus ab hujns alacritatus partici 
Teo Macn. pationeSecernitoriuna cantts communis lery, ; 
Anno 440 fie eff ratio. | 
A day of Our Saviour Was borne this day» let us if 
joys glad: It i net lawful te give place to yn 
neſſe on the Birth day of life, 
taking away the feare of death > eo Diey ut 
to us the "joy of promiſed Eternity, £4. 
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| man dare to [eparate bimalfe- "Gow 
tþ the partaking of this dayes repyeing » Jeting - 
., {there #5 the (ame mniverſall gronna of joy 
to all. 

+ And againe in his ſecond Sermon, 

' Exulemns, quia nobs il/uxitDies redemp- 
"AY tions noſtre reparationis antiques felicitatis 
feterne. Reparatur enim novys ſalutis no- 
fre annua revolutione Sacramentum; in int- A Sactt 
"F tio promiſſumin. fine reldienmsfe ne fins man- — 
00/97 1498. w  _rime, 

Lee us rejoyce beeauſe this day of our re-- 
I deveption, ancient reparation and eternall 
Ihappinefſe doth ſhine--within our doores, 
Jfor as thy day, the Sacrament or Seale of 


Your ſalvation is renewed unto us by the ... 


yeares reyolution ; which was promiſed 
. Jin the. beginning of time, performed in 

the fulneſſe of time, and continued when 
a} time ſhall be no more. So much he ſhewirg 

| in his time the trick annuall obſervation of 
's the day. 

.. Tathe ſame age, and at the xe time 
. | did live and floucith. 

1 Cyril of Alexandria, Preſident of the 7'" Ty 
Councell of Epheſus , nguinſt NeForins, 7 _ a Het 
{ Anno 430. h 433. 
 Theogoret of Cipruz. 


Proper 
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6,  . Fathhers; 


Prefper, Profjer of Aqnitane,iti the year 445 Af 
445: Vigile, who flouriſhed about the yea” 
Figilim, 495.tin whoſe days-the formentioned Fe 
495- was kept aniverſaly, conftantly, annually. 
Thus have we proved by ufficient wilſt 
neſſes, whom none .will or can deny, bt 
they who believe none bur themſelves, th 
point in hand, for five hundred yeares aft 
Ebrift, for which time the Chu:ch of C 
continued a Yirgin, without any notab 
ſpot or blemiſh, and 4pofolicall ; now (hiſ® 
began. to be defiled, ber beauty to be ſpotÞ® 
ted, yet the did never ſo farre fail away” 
from! her tirſt- Love, Jeſus Chrilt, in angſ* 
place where (he wandered, 25 not to - I 
low the example of thoſe:purer times, a 
forementjoned Chriſtians, and every year uu 
holily to obſerve the' Feaft of our Savionnſ'* 
Nativity. Nay, I believe the thanklefſe adJ;. 
verſaty will willingly grant ſo much, be big 
cauſe hee would make it like every ching 
which his Ignorance m {l.kes, 4 piece of pe 
pery ; but what hath beene ſaid already 
hath prevented char obj-Red fopperie,anF 
| the Chn: of Rome is to be commended fo 
rhe obſerving of the ſame, and all ment 
 Joyne with them cherein. A 
Ic (hall ſuffice then, for eve-y hnndre <4 


year 


ki 
ul 


Fathers, 
aire folowing, to bring in one witneſſe or bo 
&, till the time of the Fathers be fulfilled, . 
prove the generall continuznce of this 
lig10845 obſer Vance. 
zo che Sxth (emary then, we meet with, 
Syereres, the Apoſtle of Bavaria, famous gn, ato : 
the yeare 580, who in hischird Book, 
& divinn officizeand cap 16, witnefſeth the 

all obſervation of the day in that age, 
| ſaith,that Chriſt was borne Notte de: g, _;, 
"ea, in the preceding night, or about the yg, x- 
,ayving of the Lords day. And the reaſon bout dey- 
ns, faith he, Vet quo deidrxit fiat lux, &- break. 
ola eft, lux ejuſdem die, nofte oriretur in 
n$e274 lumen ereflis corde, &- wiſitaret nos : 
urff12 ab alto : illuminare eos quiin tene- | { 4 
a & in umbra mortts ſedebant, | : 
44 That upon what day he faid, Let there 1c, ,, 2, 
eh ght, and there Was light, in the night of 
nt day lighe ſhould ſpring out of dark- Luke. 2.9. 
Þ to the upright in heart, and the 270r7ing 

Buld viſit us from on high, to give light ro Job 1.9 
$1 that ſate in darkneſſe, and in the ſbadsw 
death, To this alludes that of S, John , Jobn Fe 
e£2 No doubt to rhe kowr of Chriſts Birth, 
light ſhined in darkneſſe and the darkneſs 
.- prehenaed it not, © 

In this age alſo, before him flouriſhed 
| Fuls 


6 


EF py 0. Fathers. 
4 Fulgetitime, Fulgentina of (arthage, about the begin 
300, bing of the Centary,who hath one Sermoif 
extant in horiour of the day. — 
Thþdor. Tfderus Fanior, of HiSpal; in Spain, aff 
Hif.399. ter him,zbour the yeare 596; And | 
Evegriw. Evagrius Schelaſticus, who writ his E:4 
$96« clefiaFicall Hiſtory, ending in the year 597; 
And ' | 
Greg. Mag, Gregory the Great, who lived 'at thg, 
ns ſame time, to whoſe workes I referre yot 
Bur eſpecially, take notice, that in this ag 
about the yeare_5 23, 7-#ine, the Empeyh; 
rour of the Eaſt, decreed that the Feaſt of;; 
the holy Nativity of Chrift, (ſhould be obſ;, 
ſerved, as Nicephorus obſerves, «Hiſt. Ecclj 
I 7.c.28, If any one objeR, that therefore if, 
was not kept before, he may as well argueſ, 
that the Lords day was never kept wEnglang ( 
before this Parliment ſate, becauſe they havKr, 
made a bleſſed AFR for the* ſtrift obſer vatialyr 
of the ſame. | 
For the next Century,from the year 60dfſer 
to 700. we ſhall produce Bede our ownfhF 
Countrey-man, who was famous in this agtfes 
and hath writ to the purpoſe in this part 
cular; (1 meane venerable Bede ) and ih, 
fully,that he hath delivered in a few wordfy 
all chat hath bin ſaid before,eſpecially conflge 
CETNNINE + 


F athers. 71 
ilErming the tie when Chriſt Was borne, to. 
0ﬀre you a taſt, which will reliſh well with 


diſcreet pallate. | EF 
afJHe in the 19.cap, lib.1, De natura rernum, Bede. 
 Elating thar definitive ſentence of his fore- 
Eclthers, that Chriſt was Concepts Equime- 
97s verne, natus Solftitio hyberno, conceived 
the Vernall Equinox and born in the Win- 
Wy Solftice, hath theſe words: ge 
"Of De Equinofiizs quod oftavo Calendarum 
2fprilizem 1.25eMartii,& oftavo Calendari 
PeRobrinm {1) 24. Septembris, & de Solſti= 
Js oftave Calendarum Juliarum. id eft, 24, 
ODBie 7u4nii,C oftavo Calendarum Fanuariari, 
CA eft, 25 .Decembru, notanda fint, IAuito. 
ow late, &- ſapientum Secnli, & Chriſtia- 
A = ſententia clavet, , 
oncerning the EquinoRials , that they - 
«ce to be wi I eight of the Ca- _ _ 
ends of April,chat is, upon the 25, day of 
 WHarch, and upon the eighth of che Ca- 
CMends of Oftober, that is. upon the 24. day 
viBf September ; and concerning the Solltt- 
Fes, chat they are to be placed, the one up- 
r*Þn the eigth day of the Calends of 7, 
Khat is, upon the 24. day of 7#e , andthe 
[Uther upon the eighth'day of the Calends 
: df January, that is, upon the 25. of oe 
_ 087, 
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ber; is the definitive: ſentence of diverſe 
Doors, both Heathen and (hriſtian,ovet 
the whole world. _. 4 
He then brings in,ficlt che-teſtimonies of 
Plynie, and Hippocrates ; thoſe Heatheny, 
then adds, that all the faro/oft Fathers of 
the Church are of the ſame opinion, in-af- 
firming, that Chrif# eur Lord was conceived 
upon the eighth day of the Calends of 4. 
prill, which is the ſame day with the 25, 
of our March, the day of the Yernall E- 
quinox, and that upon that very day he alſo 
 luff:red, and died, and that he was borne 
upon the day of the winter Solſtice, upon 
the eighth of che Calends of January, that, 
is to ſay, upon the twenty fifth day of ourſ, 
| December. | h 
Ek . Sele, | As alſo, that Joby the Baptiſt, his fore- h 
runner, was conceived upon the eighth o bs 
the Calends of Offober, which is all one. 
wich the twenty fourth of September, thel,. 
' Gay of the Autumnall Equinotiiall and was c 
- borne upon the day of the Somzer Solſtice, - 
| being then upon the eighth of che Calend 
of July, according to that times account, 
which accordivg co ours is the. 24. day off , 
?une, adding this expoſition , that it was ; 
meet that the e {nthor of life "—_— 
_ Ihoule 
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Fathers, | 
| hould'both be conceived, and borns in the 
oY creaſe of light temporall:and that thePrea: 
cher of Repentance, who ought to be lefſen. 
ed with the leſſening of the light,Chould ar 
{ ſuch'a time of diminution both becconcei- 
"FJ ved and- borne, according to that ſaying 


| creaſe, but 1 muſt deoreaſe. | 
 Addagain,in his Homi/yupon the: atis 
"I vity of fohn the Baptiſt, he faith, that ix is 


)-F nor without a greae myſtery thar Fob» was 


: born when the dzy did decreaſe,and-Chrif 
"OF when the day did increaſe ; for Chriſt did 
increaſe, becaufe it was to bee knowne over 
"Jail che world, that he was Chrift.Jobn did, 
2nd muſt decreaſe, becanſe he was thoughe 
to be Chriſt, being onely his fore-runner 2 
_ Jand by very good righe it was, that the 
"I bortned day ſhould gain length whenChriſ# 
"1 was born, becauſe God before being onely 
knowne in 7#ry ; now Chriſt appeared to 
{be a light ro lighten the Gentiles, and £0 
"I ſpread abroad the heat of his love overthe 
whole earth. Fi 

And moreover, it is apparent, that 
though Bede in one place doth not ſeem to 
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j of St. 704» himſclfe, obn 3; 30. He muſt ine * 


'J approve of the iriftneſle of that ſentence, Pede; 
{as chat our Saviowr Chrift ſhould be pre- A*., 709, 
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ciſely borne on the day of the winter ſol. 

ue ice, ye itis manifalt that he doth not go 

'_ * Ffromit,by his words that follow deſcan. 

ring-upon the times. — 

Hoc tempore in infimum («li punftum Sf. 

devenit, Juſtitiz vero Sol Chriltus, i 5»fi. 

mum Orbis locum preſepe deſcendit. At this 

time the Sw of this world did decline to 

the ſoweſt point in the Heavens , and 

{ briſt the Son of righteouſneſs did deſcend 

WO into the Manger, the meanelt and lowelif 
Place on earth, 

; Hoc tempore reverts incipit ad nos Sol,ac. 
cipinntg, dies noftri incrementum lacs» as 
per (rifti uativitatem Sol jaſtitie ad ns 
converſus eft » Iux' vero gratie magngs off 
aulla increments > ſecundum illud, John 1. 
78,9. Johannes now erat illa Inx, lux erat, 
ſid decreſcens, mixta tenebris , non illa lux, 
5d eft;Chriftus, [ax clara, incrementum »6ci- 
piens. 

At:this time the Sz begins to returne 
Es to us, and our dayes receive their increaſe 
| ſobn 1.6, of light, Upon the day of Chriſts Nativity, 

70,9, the Sunof righteonſueſſe came and roſe up- 
ON us, - and the ligbe of grace received 2 
great increaſe ; 7obx was not that light,he 
was a light indeed, but a decreaſing one, 

; cpixt 


Fathers, "5 


mixt with darknefſe ; but Chriſt was that 


ligbt, that cleare light. increaſing unto per- 
feR day. Ee 
So much our venerable (onnrepoman, 


| making ir cleare unto us, that the day of 


the winter /olſtice, and che eighth of, the 


 Calends of January, and the twenty fifth 


day of Decemb. Were all one and the ſame 


day ; that our Saviour was borne thereup. 


on, and that it was kept holy jn the re- 


' ta: mbrance thereof over the whole world. 


by Gods Children in their ſeverall ages; 
pur throughout the dayes that he lived 
Ns 
For the next Century, we produced Pobn Johenuee * 
Dameſcen, who flouriſhed about the year Damaſces,' 
731, and is a witnefſe of the generall ob- 35%» 
ſervation of this day, from 700. to 800. 
who was equall to Bede ; and as'Bgde did 
witnefſe for the ef, ſo hee for the 
Eaſt. 
For the next Century , extauding to the 
year 900. we {hill produce = | 
abanus Maurns, Abbot of Fulda, and Rebainu 
afterward Biſhop of Aſex:x,and Pcefident *14m, 
of the grear Synod there, held under £Zo- $30; 
tharics the Emperour, for convifting of 
Godeſcalcus, Anno 848. He yias aman, 
F 3 T ant 


| -16 | Fathers: 


T ante Eruditionts, ut nec ſrmilem Italia, nec 


parem Germania habuerit. 
Ham, Haymo, Bilbop of Halberfad, Kinſman 
$50. _ toBede,and Schollar to Alcummms our Couns 
erey-man, 
Theopbila® T heophilaft, Arch- Biſhop of Bulgar:a,in 
An. 380, his Commentaries upon Zeke, all which 
did flouriſh in this Century. 
For the next (entury, and- the next fol- 
lowing, till the yeare 1070. wee bring in 
Occumenius O ecurmenins x Greek Father, famows in that 
7070 dark age. 
Bernard, For the next, melliflous St. Berzard, the 
2120, _ Jaſtof all the Fathers, who though he lived 
— in the time of the Schoo/. 22e22, whoſe begin. 
2-Day Ding wee reckon from the yeare 1050. 
57 (of whom Larfranke, Arch-Biſhop of 
( anterbary» was the firſt) yet hee is recs 
koned for the Father, and gives us a cleare 
teſtimony of the duz obſervation of che day, 
in an eſpecial] manner, for zh time, in thoſe 
mary Sermons that. hee preached therewpon. 
As, | 
In his firft Sermon, Grands quidem (dile- 
ct:fſiws) eſt hodierna dominice Nativitatu 
Bernard, ſolennitas , ſed Dies brevis cogis abbreviare 
1120 Iermonem, nec mirum fi nos facimus breve 


verbu m, quia keaie ders Pater verbum fecit Þ| 
abbreviatum, Great 


Fathers. 


Great (my dearly Beloved) is the ſolem- 
nZition of che day of our Lords\ Nativity, 
Buc the ſhoreneſle of the day will compell 
me to make 2 (hort Sermon; and no mar- 
yail, ſeeing the Father did as this day ſhor- 
ten or abbreviare the Yord, _ 

| Mgaine 1n his ſecond Sermon, he puts the 
Nueſtion, why he was borne in the winters ine 


* the night, in ſuch cold Weather, in the darke ? 


Shall ( /aith he) we believe that it was done 
by chance ? | 

He anſwers,Ocher Children do not chuſe 
the time when chey (hill bze borne, b:cauſe 
they have no uſe of reaſon, liberty of 


- Ichoyce, faculty of deliberation; but Chr:ff, 


althongh hee was Man, was inthe begin- 
ning with the Father : He was then Gad, 
the ſame in wiſdome and power that he is 
now,as being the power and wiſdome of God: 
therefore he the Son of God, bring about to 
be borne, in whoſe power it was, to 
chuſe what time he pleaſed, he choſe thae 
which was moſt troubleſome, chicfly for a. 
little Child, and the Son of a poore dother, 
who ſcarce had any clouts to wrap him in, 
to ſh2w that he was not from the Earth, 
bur from Heaven, 
Much more might be colle&ed out of 
F3 chg 
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' and that upon the twenty fifth day of Decemb, 


Reformed the Church of Exglard, following the 
Churches. ancient and laudable cuſtome of the Pri 


Fathers; 
the works of this holy Father, but ſo much 
may ſuffice, © 
Thus bave We have proved by the teftime- 
ny of ſo many Fathers', men famous in their 
generations , that for almoſt twelve hunared 
Jeares the day of Chriſfts Birth Was kept con- 
ftantly, annnally, univerſally , by all Chriſti 
ans over the whole world, religiouſly, hotdly, 


= a4 mg... ww. ea ©... ouw 


» © 


according as it hath beene the cuſtome of 


mitive Church. | 

The corrupt time ofthe Charch follows, 
from the forementioned time till the year 
I517.when the Church began to be refor. 
med in divers Nations, yet -ſhee did never 
in the time of her corrryption, ſo far fall 6 
away from the love of her Saviour> as not c 
to keep the day of his Birth, | 

We come therefore in the next plaec, tc 
prove, that a7 the Proteſtant Churches be 
Jond the Sear, ever ſince the Reformation 
have in their ſeverall Congregations, reli 
giouſly kept the Feaſt of our Saviours N, 
#:vst3,according to the uſe of the Primiri 
Church, upon the 25.day of December,and 
have accounted it, and maintained it : 


Fathers... 
bs their duty foto dos; and not onely the 
Feaſt of the Nativity, but of the Gircumciſi» 
ov, Paſſion» Reſurreftion, Aſcenſionſ» and 
Pexzecoſt , as is manifeſted at large inthe 
Harmony of their ( onfeſſuons, lately printed 
eds. : eo py } a 
in Eogliſh, to-which I refer the Engliſh 
0; Rcader: As aiſo by their ſeverall Confeſſi- 
0n92 generall Praftiſe,and the Teſtimonies of 


bh of their reverend and learned Divines, 
ol Firſt forthe Cnefeſiions, 
71 


We (hall not urge the words of every Confefti- 
one of them in particular, becauſe it 90s. 
_ would bee too tedious, and becauſe they 
rare the ſame in ſa>{tance, and the grounds 

and reaſons of exch accord : Two or three 


aj therefore of the chief ſhall ſuffice, 


of 


vs, 


CHARLES the fifth,in the year 1530, 


+ The words whereof in the fourth Article, Confelli-: 
$273 35 followeth. ons. 


Docemus non damnanda «(ſe traditiones, 
que nthil precipiunt contra manaata Dei & 
- Ahabent finem politicum, videlicets que ad hos 

if condite. [unt, ut ordine 745 in ectlefia gerane 
tur, ({vjuſmeds ſunt, traditiones de. fariis, 
F 4 __ Natal!, 


1 


And the firſt ſhail bee the 4ugufane Angoſtere. 
Confeſſion, exhibited to the Emperour, A*.*539- 


5 4 


Confe(ions of 


| Natali, Paſchate;& reliquis, - hujms generi 


veteres ritus libenter retinemus in noftris 
Eccleſite, os, | bs. 
We reach (fay they) that we oughr not 
to condemne thoſe: rradicions, which ap. 
point nothing contrary to GodsComman- 
dements,and have a civil nſe,or end,to wir, 
for good order'in the Church : ſuch are the 


- traditions concerning Holy-dayes , Chrifts 


Bohemice. 
An153% 


Birth day, Eafter»s and the reſt; and thoſe 
ancient cuſtornes we willingly retain in our 
Chnrches. Ss 

The ſecond ſhall be the Bohemian Con- 
feſſion;, publiſhed in the year 1532. cap. 16. 
 Servamus Dominicos feſios Dies, illoſs, 
eximiarum Feriarnm Dies, qui conſecr ati 
ſrnt celebrationi operum Chrifts, Nativicati, 
Cruciatibus,ReſurreRtioni,ec. Itemq; Me- 
moriz Sanorum,ut Virginis Mariz, Apo. 
Kolorum, aliorumq; SanRorum, &c. & he 
quidems propter Verbum Dei, & caltus Divi. 


| nican{[as propterg, oleriam Dei @ nob# fiant, 
- That is to fay, 


| alſo thoſe which are conſecrated to 


We keep the Lords Day holy , and thoſe 
chiefe Feſtivals which are conſecrated to 
the Commemoration of Chrifts works, his 
Nativity » Paſſion» Reſurrection, 8&c. As 


the 


the memory. of Saints ; as of the Virgin 


Mary, the Apoſtles, and other Saints, eſpe- 


cially of thoſe of whom mention is madein 
holy writ, All theſ: things are done of us, 
by the authority of Gods Word, and in 
worſhip'of God,and for his glory. 

The chird (hali b - the Jatter Confeſſion ,,,,.;., 
of- Helvetia, publiſhed in the yeare 1566: Poſterior 
which was ſubſcribed by all the Churches 1566. 


of Sabandia, Pelanl, Hungariezand revolted 


Scotland, as Alſted doth witnefle in the 37. 
chap. of his {ronolopie,prg. 392. dit, mit. 
1650. ' 

They in their 24.chap. tell us thus much, g.,,, 4. 
$8 Eccleſie pro ChriStiana libertate memort- ſciibing to 
ay Dominicz Nativitatis, Circumciſtonis, rhe keep- 
Pafſionis ReſurreQtionis, Aſcenſionis in c x- 25 - 
lum,8 Miſſionis Spiritus San@ti in Diſcipu- 5.7m 
los Religioſe celebrent, maximopere approba- n 
2115, That is, 

"If the Churches,according to their Chri- 
ſtian liberty,do,or (hill rel giouſly celebrat 
the memory of our Lords Nativity, Cir- 
camCcifion , Paſſions Reſurretion, Aſcerfpon 
into Heaven, and ſending of the Holy Ghoſt 
pon the Diſciples ; wee doe in an eſpeciall 
manner approve of it, | 

Note heze I pray you, to the Scors 
everlaſting 


Reformed Churches. Ir 


| Confeſiions of 
' everlaſting ſhame, that all the Churches oy 
Kirks of Scotland, did ſubſcribe. this Con. 
feſſion of Helvetia, and that now at this 
day they generally ſpeak againſt the keep. 
ing of (bri#s Birthday. How true then is 
our Northerne Proverb, 4: falſe as a Scot ? 
No marvell then,if they ſold their King,that 
thus ſlight ther Faith, and deſpiſe the co. 
Ming of the King of K ings. | 
Ny more,they have herein with £pheſw# 
forſaken their firſi = for if we read the 
-#ma; lifs Of il: Cowper,Biſh, of Galoway,in the 
waa ag I2.Þ. we may fiad,that che As Ch 


Z i Commu- for $00, yeares afcer Chri#, did give the 


: nion-dly Communion upon the 25. day of Decemb, 

44" aog : by them 2cconnted the day of Chrifts Nati. 
yares, YVity: whichisalſo aveuched by Mr, Ley, 

in his Sunaay a Sabbath. p.173. | 

With cheſe forementioned Confeſſions, 

agree all the reſt,as that of the four Cities, 

Argentine , Conſtance, Memmunge , and 

- Lindavia,called by ſome,the Confcilion of 

Sweethland, publiſh:d in the yeare 1530, 

Thar of B2fil, 1531. that of Saxonie, 1551, 

that of Whittemberge,15 52. that of France, 

1559. that of Germany, 1556. | 

Adde to theſe the joynt anſwer of the 

Proteftants, in the years 1541, With the 

an _—_ conſent 


PRES. 
%. Avw4%-— % 4, 


| Reformed Churches. 


nll Scottiſh Covenact, wherein the words 


conſent of all che Reformed Churches of 
Poland, the grearer-and the lefle ; alſo the 
Churches of Ruffias Lituanias Samogitia» 1n 
that famous Synod of Sendimore in the year 
1570- Dexmark, Swedenzand all the Lothe. 
rans, as appeares by Leathers Hymns ſung by 
them upon the day. 

Adde laſtly ro chem all the late Natio- 


that are to be vowed, proteſted, and ſworn 
by chem that take it ; are, | 


$ 7 hat they ſhall endeavour the reforma- 


; | 42 Scottiſh 
ton of the Church of England, in ent 


'  Dodrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip, 4:+.:. 


according t0 Gods Word,and Exam- 
ple, and Prattice, of the beſt refor- 
med Chnrches, | 


Now ll the beſt reformed Churches keepe 
the day of Chriſts Birth, as a day ef holy 
wor ſhip, and thanksgiving, even all of them at 


this aay » and ever ſuce their reformation. 


Then, I beſeech you note, that whoſoever The nor 

he be, or whether a faithl:ſſe Scots.man, keeping of 

or a Scottificd Engl'/i-man , that hath C9746: 
EO eaken 


g ET AE TIL IP mr 
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= © Moderne 

Dayis2 taken that Covenant, and doth not endex: 
breach of your, and labour yearly to keep holy the 
= VE" eWenty fifth day of December, or the annnal 
day of Chrifts Nativity, is in plain Engliſh, 
and gu'd Scotch, abſolutely forſworne, 
for- »ot wor ſhipping God and Chriſt there-Þ 
#pon , in the publick Congregation, as | 
they of the beſt reformed Churches ave. 
many Is the next place, we ndde the teſtimo- | 
"VINGs. ny of the beſt and moſt famous Divines of þ 
thoſe Reformed (hnrches, who concerning 
the keeping of theſe Feſtivals, ſtontlyN 
maintaine, ' both by Scripture and Rea- 
ſon , what their Churches delivered in 
their {enfeſions. I ſhall name onely rhe 

chiefe, CE 
Celvinu, Furft, Calvin, Inflit. lib. 4. cap, 10. In 
verva Anguſtin. approves the keeping of 
them, and in his Epiſtle to, Haters, for- 
rowes very much that theſe Felitvall dayes þ 
were put downe in diverſe places, And 
moreover for the day of Cariſts Birth , he 
. « - faith and avoucheth, Harm, Evangel. in 
nome cap ſecundum Luce, that the day of c hriſts 
tivits Birth Was better knoVvne than that it ſhould 
. guars 18 itt yg be cafled in queition ; and calls the A- 
queſrronent »abaptiſts that queſtion ir, Aeris Demores, Þ 


ver en; irie Divels,And accordingly the Charch 
i 0 


Diwvines. 


: Nof Geneve doth annually ceſebrate it,as we Moderne 
{may read in Perths Aflembly confured, p. Divines, 


$5. And in Fraxce,their moſt notable Prea« 
hers give the Communion on that day. 
Secondly, Z anchie , that treaſurer of 


- Yearning and knowledge, Yol. 4.1ib.1.cap. 


9. in quart. precep. thefifſecunda , proves 


it large , that it was kept holy in che pn» 
rer times, and that it ought co be ſo kept, 
and yearly obſerved by all cruz Chriſtians 

Þt this day, by ſonnd Reaſons which you 
ſhall read anon. 


T hirdly , Zainglius , ReRor of the 
harch of Zarich, accounts the Birth- day 
our Lord among thoſe holy-dayes thac 
e would have obſerved, Tom-1. Art.25 
Fourthly , Bullinger, Decad. 2, Serm.4. 
ath, Duamvis nullibi legatar,&c. Though 
tis no where read, that che Lords day was 
njoyned in the writings of the Apoſtles ; 
jet becauſe in the fourth Commandement 
f the fickt Table the care of Religion, and 


She diligent exerciſe of outward worſhip 


$ commanded, it were contrary to piety, 


Sod Chriſtian charity, not to ſanRifie the 


rds Day, eſpecially ſeeing that out- 
mard worſhip cannot conſiſt , without a 
t tiracand an holy reft; the ſame we onghe 
£0 


Reaſons. 


Modery Divines. © 


to jadge of the holy-dayes, or Feaſts of 


Lord Chri&, in which we celebrate t 
memory of bs Nativity, Incarnation, C 
cumcifion, Paſſion, Reſurreftion , Aſcen( 
into Heaven, and ſending doWne of the h 
Gheſs upon bis Diſciples. 
Fifthly,Pelanus,profeſior of Divinity 
the Univerſitie of Baſ/,placeth the Feaſt 
Chriſts Nativity , under the title of 7 
Anniverſary Feaſts of the New Teſtamen 
which he defines to be holy times appein 
among Chriſtians for the Worſhip of God 
prublike ; that is, To maintaine the_con 
of faith among rhemſelves,tor the Preachi 
of Gods word, and the uſe of the Sx 
ments, and with one accord to yeild « 
worſhipunto God in the due Sacrific 
thanksgiving, Prayers, and Alms, Synt 
Theolog. lib. 9.5.35. | 
Sixthly, John Gerhard Profeſſor of Di 
»ity in the Univerſitye of Fena , who 
eathered together many godly ſenter 
out of the ancient Fathers, for the furth 
rance, and help of our meditations oz 
aay of Chriſts Nativity, | 
And what ſhould we ſay more? 
the time would faile us,to tell of J1elay 
ton, in Reſponfoone Proteftantinm. Fi 
Homn 


| 


Reaſons. 
of offlomwins, in the name of all the reformed 
e tburches, Col: Antibellar : difp : 41. theſs 
;, Ct. Of Bucer in Matth. cap. 12, l:co de fe> 
cenſ$ve Of Urſin, Traft. Theol, in 4. precep. 
be lf Hemmingins lib. hom. Of Chytrexs in 

poſit, EpiStol. ub initio, Of our Coun» 

nityFeyman Hooker, Eccl, pol. 1, 5, Of fa- 
*eaſbous Andrew, in his Sermons ; Of lear. 
}f Tied Reynolds, in his Conference wich Hart, 
mer S. diviſ. ſecunda, and many others, fa- 
poinſþous for piety and learning, who by their 
 Gollfermons, Writings, Examples,have juſtified 
conſe yearly obſervation of Chrijſts Birth- 
achifa7, upon the 25. of December, groune 
 Sxchng upon the word of God, the traditions 
ild {the Apoſtles, and the praftice of the Pri- 
rificitive and Reformed Churches. 
Syn] Next to the Pratlice of Gods Church,Rea- 

bi comes 4n 41 an Armed man, to confirme 
of Die truth, and to maintaine the particular 
ho hþſervation of the foremzentioned day. The 
-ntenfjaſons are many, for brevity ſake we (hall 
 furthely for the preſent alledge three, which 
s onfarchie, that great Treaſurer of Learnings 
 þd Religion, doth prompr unco us in the 
re? Frecited place. | 
Mela Hes firſt Reaſon 32 dralwne, A laudabils, 
. Fegcaule it js praiſe- worthy to obſerve thu Ratio x, 
lomn day, 


Reaſons. 
Jay, grounded upon the chiefe ends fi 
which Feaſts. were inſticured' among t! 
{30 7ewts which are three, as Thomas Agi 
{24 745 recites them , 2. parte Summe, que, 
E I02, art, 4. a . " ; 
| The fir, at they might remem 
"_—_ the” hr 3 i of the Lord, and the bleffing 
that at ſach times they had received. 
The ſecond, To give God thanks fc 
chem, 
The Third , That at ſuch times the 
mighe freely offer large gifts, - for the r; 
leife of the Prieſts, and poor people, 
A If therefore (faith he } for the Comm 
F moration of ſuch benefics and bleſſings 
F] ſuch times beſtowed by God , Feaſts wer 
| inſtituted amorg the Jewes ; Why the 
WE * ſhould any man dare to affirme, that «i 
% L Church of Chriſt may not alſo inſtitute, a 
2 keep the Feaſts that we have mentione( 
that by obſerving thoſe ſolemne daye: 
thoſe bleſltings may be kept in mind, whic 
we have received from the bounty of Fe/i 
Ebrift, and the. famous works which 
upon choſe dayes did performe for us, th 
certaine Hiſtoricall relation whereof v 
have in the Zwangelifts. 
——m—— upon ſuch Feſtival | 
cel} 


Reaſons. 


eing they are to be kept holy in remem- 
h, Þrance of ſuch benefits receiv'd fromChrif, 
and of all that he did and ſuffered for us, 
;$he Hiſtories of thoſe particulars oughe co 32 

Þe read, and explained co the people,which | 
$'- ancient Primitive Church was alawaies | 
wont to doe ; wherefore (faith he) I doe 
Fecerly condemne thoſe Miniflers, who up- 
2n /ach dayes doe (tritly proſecute their 
Winacy Texts, that if upon Zafter daya = © 
the [exc of Chriſts Paſſion, doe come in tis 
te $039, ney will explain that, and will by no 

Tneans chuſe any of thoſ: that make menti- 
Þ2 of che Reſurreflion. 
Hi ſecond Reaſon 1s draWne, > Ab honeſto, Ratio 2. 
We ouzhe to folemaize the Feaſt of our 
Paviours Nativity, and thoſe other of his 
Feſarreflien , &c. Becauſe itjs a point of 

oncſty ſo to doc ; for if that be honest (a8 

icero defines it). "which theugh it bee not 
Fcrnally praiſed , yet it ts praiſe-warthy , it Reaſons, ] 
. Duſt needes follow , that it is a point of 
Joneſty, to ſolemnize thoſe Feaſis which 
he ancient (hurch graced with a ſoleam. 
ſity. before us; becaule'it is a. point of- 
| oneſty, and praiſe-worthy to follow an- 
Jquity in chings not evil in themſelves,bur | 
| mnt ; forit ought to be our judge. 
| 6 ment, 
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EE ( 
ment,"that- the ancients had ſufficient; 
and a well grounded cauſe for the doing of 
ſach things, eſpecially in the inſticuting and 
appointing of ſuch Feſtival! dayes: . 

His third Reaſon ts draWn, Ab ntili, 

_ VVee ought (faith hee} to keepe holy the 
Birth-day of our Saviour > and his other 
Feaſts, by reaſon of the great profit that 
Accrewes unto us, and others in the obſer. 

vation of the ſame : For it is not (faith he) 

in the congue of man to expreſs what great 
profirthe common people do gaine by zh 

due obſerving of thoſe dayes, and coming 

ro Charch to give God thankes there. 

upon ; whereupon the paſſages of thoſe 

things that were done by our Saviowr,for 

the good and falvation of their ſoules, are 

read and explained unto them,and-a trea- 

ſure of good things are begot in them. Let 

me add, all the Articles of the (reed are in 

- A Manner every year more and more made 

known unto them ; and they upon every 

Fetivall built up in their moſt holy faith; 

and that increaſed by the annuall Expo-f 

 firion, and conficmation, they being caught} 
Annuntis eq believs in God» that made Heaven and 
aen. Earth, by his Sonne, by whom ;he mad: 
the World, Jefus Chrilt his onely Sonne 
OUr 
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: bus toad: who was {arceived by the hoty March. 25, 
- Ghoſt, upon. the day of the eAnziintia- 


Ll 


Was crucified dead and buried, and deſcended Friday. 
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tion , upon which day the world was crea- 
__ tcd, | 
To believe that he was Borne of the Vir. Decem.2y | 
; gin CMary,upon the Feaft of bs Nativity, 
That he Szffered u»der Pontius Pylate, Good- 


into Hell,zron the day of his Paſſion. | 
\ That the third day He ro/e again from the Eaſter, 
dead, and that we by verrue of his Refur. 
reRion ſhall riſe 2g2ine at the laſt day, and 
have cverlaſting life after death, wpox the 
Feaft of his Reſurrefiun.. [ 
_ -That he A/cended into Heaven, & ſits at the Holy- 
right handof Gol, & ſhall come again to judge Thuriday. 
both quick and dead upen the Feaſt of ks 
 Aſcenſrors 
That he feat downe the holy Ghoſt, the Whic-ſun- 
. Comforter, to gather unto him an Holy 92Y+ 
Catholick Charch, tn which he would eſta. 
bliſh a Forgiveneſſe of ſinr:and a Communion 
of Saints, upon the Feaſt of Pentecoſt. : 
\ * Behold the form of [4nd Words, which we * Tim-113 
| are £0 held faſty and the body of that faith 
- withoat which our ſoules cannot be ſa- 
ved, delivered upon tho/e Feſtivals, fo that 
by -che labour and induſtry of Ortho. 
G23 dox 


Gal.4. 19, 


Reaſons. 
dexe and painefull Miniſters, (brit Feſus- 
may day by day bee formed in the hears 
br and ſoules of their people,they yearly with 
- Gal. 4-19. or, Pal travelling in Birth of them , may 
iY make them ſo grow in grace, and the 
knowleage ofthe LORD FESUS, that 
they may bring them. up at laſt to be per- 
fect men and Women in him, Begetting tnem 
at the Conception bringing them forth new 
creatures upon the Nativity, cutting off the 
fore shin of their hearts at'the Circumciſion, 
enlightning their mindes, and bringiug them 
out of darknefſe into- his marvellous light, ' 
upon the Epipharie ; teaching them to 
crucifie their aff«lions and Inſts, on Good- 
Col.z.1, Friday , and 70 riſe to newneſſe of life on 
Eaſter-day ; to ſet their affe lions npsn things 
above, Where Chrift fits at the right hand 
Reaſons. of Gods upon Holy Tharſday, that hee razy 
fend downe the Holy Ghoſt into their 
hearts, to leade them into all truth, upon 
the day of PentecoF? , and into this truth 
above others, that they ksſſe the Son of God, 
upon the day of his Nativity, and fo they 
periſh not from the right way,which (With 
 griefe of heart I write it) to0 many have 
done that have negleRed the C lebration of 
this Bleſſed Day, Alas, ala; thow many poo 
EE. 
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Gal.f. 24: 
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Reaſons, 


unlearned people are there, that cannot 
read any thing concerning Chriſt, or what 


they are to believe concerning hims, nor 
hear any thing of Chriſt, but when they 
come to Charchnpon ſuch Feftivall dayes. 


wee (hould keep theſe Dajes holys and that 
a grand one ; It is that' we may give no of 
fence to the weaker Brethren, who if the 
obſervation of theſe dayes ſhould be laid 
aſ1de, and we ſhould contemne and deſpiſe 
the keeping of them, thoſe poore ignorant 
ſoules would be verily perſwaded that we 
did not care for, nor regard thoſe great 
things that (%r; either did or ſuffered 
for us, and that we did not count them 
worth the thanksgiving. 

I conclude my Reaſons with the words 
of St. «Auguſtine , Poſd Sacras literas ea 
nobis ſervanda ſnnt, que vel ab Apoſiolss 
per traditionemyvel ab univerſalibusConciliis 
definita fuiſſe judicantur ; Taliz antem ſunt 
que, toto terrarum orbe, leguntur obſerva- 
ta fuiſſe, qualia ſunt hac feta veteris purio- 
riſq;eccleſiz,quz omnia fuerunt de Chriſto, 
ſcilicet Diei Dominici, Paſchacis, Penteco= 


I ſtes, Aſcenſionis, Paſſkonis, Coera Domint, 


&Nativitatis, 
Wo G3 Nexs 


Let mee adde another Reaſon alſo, that m_ yu 
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© 94 .- Reaſons; 


obſerve-thoſe Rites + and Cuſtomes, which 
came either from the Apoſtles by Tradiri- 
on,or are judg'd to be: decreed by generall 


Eaſter, Pentecoft» Aſcenſion, Paſſion» Sup. 
per of the Lord, and the Nativitys 


Feaſt of the Pirth-day of our Saviour 
CHRIST, and then I ſhall haye almoſt 
done. | | | 


loc. Cirato. place) that ic was a. received cultome 2. 


as of Herod, of which we reade in the Go. 
4: and that not without reaſon, for it is 
an eſpecial bleſſing that any one created by 
God,in the womb ofhis Mother,(hould be 
brought alive into this world; therefore as 
- God would have the Sabbath to be kept 
holy,in remembrance of the creation of the 
world, that thankes mighe bs given to the 
*  . Creakor 


| Next after the holy Scriptures, weare to. 


Counſels ; ſach are thoſe Feaſts of che an- 
cient and purer Church,annnally obſerved over 
the Whole World,all which were kept in the ho- 
our of Feſus Chriſt : to Wit, the Lords Day, 


Give mee leave to adde the words of 
worthy Z anchy, concerning the , particular 


Zanchie, Wee know {ſaith hee in. the forecited 


mong all Nations to celebrate the Birth day 
of every particular Ian , how meane ſoc. I 
ver, eſpecially of Princes and Great Ones, 


BEES. ' i, 
7 -— Is 


[Creator for ſo great a benefit : ſoit muſt 


Flo great Salvation; work, and follow their 
(allings , when it ſhould bee their onely 
work to remember what the Lord Feſus apon 
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needs be a piece of great thankfulnes 00,8: 

well accepted of Almighty God, that any 

mas ſhall keep in memory the day that he Was 

born, and regard and honour it more than 

other dayes,in rejoycing thereupon, giving 

thanks ro God, foberly feaſting with his | 

Neighbours,and giving more largely to the 2 

poor,than at other times. 
How tniich more ought the day of our 

$Saviour's Firth, in a more excellent, de- 

your, and rejoyting manner,/amall to be 

obſerved - and kept by all that beare the 

name of Chriſtian, and hope for ſalvation 

by that Bleſſed Babe, that noW came into the T1116 

World to ſave ſinners, whereof they muſt 

needs be the chiefe that deſpiſe the day of 


this day did for them, and fing praiſe to hts Iſa, 5.03. | 
name '» 
Methiaks what hath beene ſaid already, 

mighe perſwade any reaſoxable Chriſtian to 

the due obſervation of the day. But' alas, I 

finde of late, ZeWves in England, to whons 
Chrif came and they received him not, 
John 1.1x. Who unleſſe they ſes /nge: 
© "nQ and 


-” wc K=nE 
and Wonders , they will not believe, - and: 


chen ngither ; ſo ſinpid they are, and ob. 


ſtinake; yet Whether they will heare, or whe- 
ther they Will forbeare, whether they will 
believe or continue in ynbelief, and belieye 
no man but themſelves; let them know, 
that divers and ſundry Miracles have beene 
wrought in divers Nations, upon the tWenty 
ffth day of December, to confirme it ts bave 


brene the wery day of our Savieurs Birth; 


as the Fontaine of Ole breaking out in 
Rome, the tongne-tying of the Devils Oca- 
cles, the amity of the Beaſts, and many 
more, which you may finde in Gregory Ta- 
ronenſfir, Which I may not now repeat; but 
eſpecially 1wo wrought here in England, 
confirming that the keeping of the day 1pon 
the 25. of the aforeſaid Moneth, according to 


tbe old Julian account, is authentich, trut,and 


Orthoaox. | 
Ockin the The one is the Oake in the new Forreſt, 
new For- Sacra Jovi Puerco an Oak conſecrate to 
eſt. the Son of God,lefe as a laſting witneſle of 
this trath, even there, where ſo many 
Cherches : were demoliſhed ; wherein it 
Gen, 18.5. (hguld have been preached. Abrahars the 
Father of the Faithfull, feaſted the Sor of 
Godin the Iikenefſe of {am even _— 
| £nal 
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| Miracles: = © 67- ? 
that rejoyced to ſee his day, and faw-it, Joh, 8.56* © 


f and was glad, under the Oake of Ilamre, 
Rand thi Oake ſo long after defices to ſhew 


unto che faithfull, :he day of his Incarna- 

tion , and to ſolemnize the ſame by wea- 

ring every yeare upon this very day, new and 

greene leaves __ it : 2s ſhewirg to poſte- 

rity, That 4s this dayTruth ſprung out of the _ | 
tarth of Mary's Womb, ad Righreouſneſj PlalT5.x 
looked devs from Heaven ; ſignifying alſo, | 
that in his dayes the righteous ſhould flou Plal. 72, 
riſh» and that hee ſhould grow up as a tender 


Plant in a dry ground, his fruit ſhanld ſhake Vee 16. 
like Lebanon, and bee preene as grafſe upon 


the earth ; that he is the chiefe of our 
firength, and that as the /eaves, barke, and 


fruit of that Tree , are all Medicinal, (0 
fhould ChrifF bee that Tree of Life, Re- 


velations 22, 2, who(e leaves ſhorild heal the 
N ations, 

The other is that Thorne by Glaſtenbury, The' Thorn 
growing , us the Tradition goes, 0a 7o- Þ3Glefte- 
ſeph's Grave, But whether that be true or Jelepl? 
no, I know not, it may b2 ; this I am c2r- Tygene, 
taine, that the who/e CouMMey. cryes it up 
for a truth, and « k»oWne one, that time out 
of mind,even to this day,it hath every year 
bloſſom'd in full meaſace upon the 25. on 
_y | 6 
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- ,  _ ef our December: near that place where 70: 


 Goſpell in this ow 7/land, to witneſle to ! 


_ thoſe men that a 


>. Miracles, - 


ſepb of Arimathea, that buried our Saviour 


riſt, firſt arrived, and ficſt Preached the 
| 


all poſterity, that onr Saviour (hriſ# didf 
«s that day, bud and bloſſome out of theſ 
earth. | 
That very Thorn in a myfterious man«-f, 
ner, pricking deep, ind reproving to thef 
quick,che dead ynthankfulnes of many men, 
while that poore Thorne, as it wer, in way 
of . thankfulneſſe to its Creator , doth 
gratefully ſhoot forth his bloflomes uponſ,, 
the very day of his Birth', who did honoutf, 
and grace all 7hornes ſo much, as tof 
Weare a (rowne of Thornes upon the day] 
of his Death ; and ſignifying by the[; 
white bloſſomes , that chat King that 
Was borne that day , and wore the Thor«f, 
»y Crowne when hee dyed, is iow rifen a- 


- Saine, and weares 2 Crowne of Glory ; and]. 


moreover,by the long-liv'dneſs of the ſame, 


lies for ever 


[ 
; 
Fe. And further yet, that ; 
6 of ſuch a thorny diſpoſi.ſ, 

4 


tion,and touchy froward behaviour, as not 
c0 


- 
. © oe I» "a. "2 +. 


3 , Mi. ; 
Toll, ſuffer their ſouls as this day to ſend out * 
10 Jhe white, 8 pleaſant bloſſomes of thankſ. 
thef:.ing.for bis Birth.Chall at the day of theic | 
 COReath, like thorns that are dead, be caft into 
vs :quenchable fire, Chriſt then coming to 
cnebſtroy all ſuch bryars and z40rnes, as che 
Fouldiers of the King of 4/par, are called, 
"Iyho came to deſtroy Feruſalem, the holy 
the ity, GodsTemple, Prieſts,and Ordinances, 
'Snd to put an end to the ſolemn Feaſts, Ia, 
Tho. 17.to whom for ſuch an intention 
the Prophet tells them, That the light of 
OOEiracl rould be ſor a fires and bis holy One for 
Me flame, ard it ſhould burne and devour all ſuch 
Ofbriars and thornes in one day : And ſhall con- 
Ky ume the glory of his Forreſt, and ht fruut- 
WT, field, beth Soul and Body, ver.18. 
al what ſhall I ſay more ? But, chat if the 
*[things that have beene done in England, 
[hid been done among the wild and ſavzge 
nd Americans,they had believed in Chrif, and 
bi hmoared this day long agoe : But here is 
"Ithe condemnation, thac the marvellous 
Jl light as this day came into the world, and 


val thar this day, was the day f its coming ; 


7 hath been among us of thigFfland, believed, 
x and. yearely is confirmed by Afiracles, 
0 


and yet many blinded ones among vs, _ 
| 0 


x08 


Rev.1,1o. 


Loco [uper 
cztato. 


Tar foll of godly jealouſie for the honout 


| yearely and folemnely celebrate the Feaſt 


Miracles. 
of Clergie and\Laity, (hut their eyes anQic 
will not ſee, loving darkneſſe rather thargon 
lighe, 7 

Pardon me (Or if ye will not» chuſe ) foro 
je 
y 
< 


of my Savieurs Birth-day, and will affirm 
even to my laft Breath, chat it way 
upon'the twenty fifth day of December vi 
and is every yeare to bee kept Holy: andy 
that 1142 Kverarh that Dies Dominica» thathc l 
L5.day K27*sfo5 $yby way of eminence, fromſjil 
which our Lords days kept every firSt day offi 
the week, doth take its denomination, andſÞis 
name, rather than from chat of the Re-J4; 
ſurreRion,8& that it was that 1utes KvecariÞr: 
that Lords day mentioned by St. Fohn, Reo! 
wvelat. t.1o, wpon Which hee was in the Spi-[37 
rit, npen which Chrifh Feſus did apprartyE 
znto him in that glorious ſhape , which i} 
the opinion of divers and good Divines ;[7' 
and the fri Primitive Fathers doe alfo}2: 
perſwade me to believe ir, while they{il 
in their VVritings, as Zanchie well ob 
ſerves, doe afficme, that the Churches offi Þ 
God did every where, in their time, 


of the Lords Day, beſides the Feaſt of the 
Paſiover,EaFter, and the Reſurreftion,as the 
chiefs 


. pogo pon, my fool 


Miracles, 
anQiefc Feaſt m the yeare, as a diſtin& Fealt - 
baofom the ſame, | 

Thu great and prineipall Feaft then, of the 
forflordr Day conld bee no other (being by 
outhem ſo preciſely diſtinguiſhed from the 
m Jay of C kriſts Reſurrefion) but the Feaſt 
mag Chriſt»14:, or the day of our Lords Na- 
er ivity, from Which, and not from Eaſter 
dB, all the Sz»dayes in the yeare, became 
hatfo be called Lord: dajes, the truth whereof 
dmjill appear as clear as the Sun, to any that 
 ofÞyill eake the paines to compare 7pnative in 
nd$is Epiſtle, ad 2agnes, with 7oſtin Martyr, 
6 fApol.2. ad finems Euſebins lib, 4, cap. 23» 
«Ir ener 1. 4.c. 23, ad Viftorem Romanum 
elepud Sozomen : Tertulian lib. de idolat. pag. 
ef376+ bib. de Corona Militu, Auguſt. Tom.2. 
rEp. 119. ad Fannar. de Civit, dei lib. 22.0: 
5920. de verbs epoſtols Ser. 15. (yrillin 
3 oNjoban lib, 17, cap. 58, Enſebins lib, 1. cap. 
023» 24. Socrates, lib, 5. cap, 22» Andto 

{but up all, rake here the words of a »»0ſ# 

1 eminent Divine, whoſe Learnirg and Piety 
hath placed him beyond exception , 
Biſhop e-Ldrewes (I meane) in his Ser- 
mon upon 7ohn, Chap. 8. ver.56, There is 

ef (ſaith be) no day fo properly Chriſts , as 
his Birch-day» which may appeare, if we ſec 

if 


' $5. 24. 2 Kings 2.11, But his Birth-D, 


" Mitecle Þ 
it in compariſon with other dayes of molÞ® 
honourable note, as the day of his P-ſil 
on , Reſarreion, avd Aſcenſion : for thi 
day of his Paſſion, that was not ſo profſ®* 
perly his, becauſe two Thieves ſuffereQ# 
with him at the ſame time, in the ſan{® 
place, after the ſame manner, Zake. 231" 
32. 33. Nor the day of his Reſurrefioll . 
for as he roſe from the dead,ſo did otherdſ6!1 
the ſame day, and went jnto the holy City 
Aat. 27. 52453. Nor the day of his AF 
cenfion, for Enoch and Elias, had theifo 


Aſceniion too, and long before his, Gt of 


A 


was his without a fellow : None ever ff | 
borne, none ever borne Such ; and thereſ®! 
fore (as no Feſtivity is beſides it) it is atÞ/* 


tended as Chr;/? himſelfe, with an Apoſtoſ 


licall retinue of Holy.dayes. as 
What we have written may be ſyfficiengC* 
to fatisfie all gain-ſayers, and to make th C 
Sun-dimming clouds of all fantaſticall ObJ# 
jeRions, for co vaniſh, and to bring in thÞÞ? 
clear morning of the day ; but Beroaldul 
the Author of the Scripture Almanack, witl®( 
their fooli/b Hemmings, and others theif® 
followers, have cold their lies ſo often: 


that they believe them to bs truths, an(2- 


nh 


2 objettions Anſwered. 103 VV 
nollſthe. Sus of righteonſneſſe, that was borne | 
;/ogehis Day, hach given them over, that they 
rþhonld believe a-lye, becauſe they received 
rofipot the love of this truth, concerning the 
re8Pirth-Day of the Son of God , ſo that 
mconting themſelves wiſe, they are become 

roles. | 
1 That worthy, learned, laborious, judi- ,.. 
b cious Gentleman, EdWvard Fiſher , bath oneeg 
;roalately, ſufficiently brayed them and their 
Afffooliſh objeRions, in a morter ; yet I 
1edoubt they will never be the wiſer, Their 
2dobj:Rions are ſs ridiculows, ſe lfe-confuting, 
NAlidle, vaine, erroneous,that I would not de- 
- file my paper with them, but that Solomer 

Joids me, Anſwer a foole in his folly, leſs he 
ardſeers wiſe in his owne conceit, 

ol Theſe 7e/aites, ex ignorantia, crie out 
215 Campian the Jeſuite did, Scripture, Patres, 

end oncilia, Rationes, &c. Scriptures, F:thers, 

ch{Councells, R:aſons, &c. All are on our 

pifide, they are indeed, but as rods for the 
chIbacks of fools, | 
z- For Scripture , Chrift (lay they) was 
iegoorn when Auguſizs made the whole 
eworld to be Taxed, and all went to be 
enfTaxed, every one to his owne City, Lake. 
n$2. I. 3+ Which could not be inthe winter, 
_Þ_—LxvzvEEGS  _— 
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becauſe it is not to be believed that wile FJ" 


Emperour would command poore men tof.; 


come in winter to their own Townes; 


2, The Shepheards were then in the p 
fields, watching over their flocks, v. 8. and 


che winter was no fitting "time for it : 


[ 


Sheep.ſh Argument, firter for a Shep| E 


| heards boy, than a Shepheard of 1/-ael. 
 (#rif7 (Man) Was r0t borne in England. 
but in Judea, axd there were Wolves there, 
and therefore the Shepktards were to Watch 
their flocks at all times ; or become like ma: 


2) of our Expliſh, who when the Wolfe comes ec 


ie AWAY « 


But'3. Chriſt (ſay they) according 


our affirmation, was borne and baptized 0 


about che ſame time,it could not then be it 2 
mid-winter, it being not wholeſome forf* 


| men fo goe_up then to the head in wa: 
ter. {5 ol 


and for longitude, it is placed betweent 


64. degree, and 22. minutes, and the 69, hs 


To kill theſe three Birds with one bole 
The Land of Cazaas is found to extend it 
felfe for latitude from the 36, degree andF” 
52. Minutes, to the 33, and 44. minutes 


degree and ten minutes, ſo that it is incluÞ 
ded fully and wholly in the chird ClimatF 


® - . 
8 
o [| 1 
i % 
- 


P 


Fe w_ v RR” od "ir. '£ * 
e A £ 4 i 


drinbich Fea 23 and Adoricco 2re »-"_ 
where the winter ſeaſon (as every Geogra« 
7] pher, and Martiner--will tell os ) is hotter 
jihao our 2fap here in England, and yes 
| {anaorin heat exceeds Fez and Aoroceo, 
| lying about 40:degrews © nearer theEaſt than 
| they doe. 

The Scriptnre airh- as. much, Levit.23. 


a 5.6.10,11, For in-regard that a ſheafe of 


Cc 


{this firſt fruics of Harveſt, was yearely ofs 
"Ifcred on'the-ſecond: diy after thePaſcover, 
;IWhich. was-the 16, day of e-L656, and is 
"Iwithus the 27. of Afarch (which 27. ICs - 
Yn to the true account falls upon 
the 15. of our AZarch) :it mult neceſlarily 


by follow, that the temperature of the moneh 


. Awe in the Land of Canaan is ane 


ſwerible to our Aſaps if not Fave ; the ſexc 


Jon then of the yeare could no way hinder, 


Fither the execution of Ce/ar's Decree, 


Þ che Shepheards being in the Fields, nor 


ar Saviour's going:into ,the River Fordar, 


; December. What. they urge out of che 


of Zuke, concerning the conception of 
»hat it ſhould be in the beginning of 
;becauſe theConrſe of Abiah ; Zatharit's 


je the eighth Courſe of the Prieſts: 


fl im the ond of Fuhes and chat 6 Come la 
TT H ſind 


7 
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fted a fortnight, is not 'onely diſclaitned-by 
Beroaldus; their Patron, who: not fitting.co 
be a Chronologer, lib. 4. cap. 2. confelleth, 
Fe doe neither underfland:When' the: Conrſe 
of Zacharias Was, nor boWy long-it laſted; But 
- proves them to bs »aturall bruit Beaſts that 
cannot number ; we deſire no better Ar- 
gument than this Compntation to proveithe 
- very day, for let: them compute from: the 
third day of the moneth dar, and the 
ſixth year of Derive; Ezra 6; 15. When the 
/ Prieſts Were ſet in their divifions, and. thety 
- conrſer began, being inal} wwenty:foure,and], 
every Courſe. continuing one whole week, || 
till the yeare: of the world, wherein Foks], 
was conceived , and. they ſhall finde chat 
Zacharias courſe fell in September, and then] 
that by their own Argument, 7ob»'s Con-|, 
ception muſt bee in that moneth < then: ir 7 
the ſixth moneth after Chriſte, Lake 1:26Jj 
&c. which is 2{arch ; then letthem goto]. 
—_— I the _ aſlure chem} ; 
chat Ebriſ# (according to the Seriptare; and[, 
the common conrſe of Women) mult be born 
in December, — oY ook Þþ 
_ Asfor their Fathers they urge, they will, 
' not help them - - 1 + TJ; 
ag 
Gays 


l 


x dayes there was a queſtion about the cer- 
|| tainty of Chriſt Birth : Men in theſe dayes 
"0 queſtion both his God: head, and Afar hood, 
| 2idergo ? Is\he therefore neither God nor 
| Man? : | 
.- But (rid faith, that the Church of A4le- 
xandv14, celebrated at firſt,the Birch-day of 
7ohn the BaptiF4,on the ewenty third day of 
"1 4Aprihin his Homilies, or ewelve Books on 
the 70bn, and therefore Chrift mult be born in 
the Oflober. 4 : f 
Hr  LikeFather ,like Sons, both Baſtards theſe 
nd works of the Father accounted ſo, both 
ck, by P4pifts, and Proteſtants,it being certain, 
een] that 7oaocus Clitoveus wrote foure Books 
nat] of che ewelve, and the reſt are acccunted 
1en Spurious, beth by Mr. Perkins, prepar: ad 
DN- demouſt:problem:and by Bellarmin,('atalog, 
IMYEccl. Scriptorum ad an, 430. Neither is 1t 
2GJlikely to bee true, that the Church of Ale-. 
FU: 21dris (hould at the firſt celebrate the 
*\ 2:rth. day of Zohn the BaptiFÞin April,ſeeing 
\the Zgygtian Churches (of which chat of 
0: Alexandria was thechiefe) did ever main- 
. Jtaine that Chriſt was borne on the 25; day 
Woof Decemb, and yearely kept that day Fe- 
. .\ftivall in memory thereof , as Genebrard 
Diff ath ſh:wed out of their owne Acconts, 
_ "00 ad 
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Strom, [,75 


'  0bjeftions Anſwered. 


#1d Kalenders, and not onely they, but the, 
Greek Churches, and ſo did the Arabian 
Perſian, Syriak (hnrches, as learned Mr:{* 
Gregory bath fully proved, in his Notes and|}* 
Obrvations, Chap.34. Ce A 
= Bat grant, the words of the forged (rilf, 
were true, and that they kept Foby's Birth-|, 
day, April 23. it ſeemes they fell from tha]. 
Obſervation,and found themſelves in an er- | 
ror, and judged the Greek and Latin Chur-y - 
ches to bee*"in the righe, who kept it 
annually" and conſtantly on the twenty fourth 
- of June ys 2s Canſabon confeſſeth, || di C 
I would they would leave their Errour 
likewiſe, | 
May: be they would, but that Epiphaniml;, 


Cay they) faith, that Chri/ Was borxe eh 


fifth of Jan»ary ; take heede, that was it £ 


Winter and one of the twelve dayes, | 
doubt you will eurne- ſazef- Feaſts, bit le & 
me tell you, as for lyaers, we had rather þ 
their roome than their company ; anCy0! 4 
belie your Father, for Epiphanixe, who (i 
he were alive, would put you in the CatyY? 
| logue of bu Hervticks) doth indeed twicy, 
affirm that Chr; was born in the 33, ye A 
of the fir Herod,theSon of Antipater, whic 
was the forty ſecond year of Avguſine Ce 


[a* 
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0bjeftions Anſwered! 


a ſar, 33-you may read, /ib.2, cont. heres, hev. 
. 20. lib.z. her. 78. But not a word, either 
4 {of the moneth, nor day of the moneth. ” 
| Will you yeild yet > No : for ohr Coun. De! ion” 7 
.firey-17an Bede tells us, that for certain the — ; 
Indiftions began on the 24. of Septemb, and a 
\fthat-our Lord was born ([»difione quarta 
meente) when the fourth IndiQion began, 
[therefore Chriſt was borne on the 24, 'of 
Septemb, Help Neighbours ! Born in Oftob, 
faith Eyril, in 7annary, ſaith Epiphanize,and 
now in Septemb. ſaith Bede, and all lies ; 
for the two former ſaid no ſuch matter, nei» 
Jther the laft, for our Countrey-man doth 
, foot ſay that Chrift was borne when the 
Jfourth 7:40» began, bur in the fourth, 
. Jand an 7»45tion,according to Bucholzorus, 
being the ſpace of 15. yeares , Chrift mighe 
very well be borne in the beginning of the 
Ind;4ion, though he was born three mo» 
neths after the ficlt day thereof. 
' . Well poor Babes, your Fathers forſake 
you, will your Reaſons take you up? L 
. {doubt they are too: weake to heave ſuch 
J blocks from the ground ; but let's try their 
ſirength, beds 4 orak 
I. Taxes and (ollections of Tribute began py, x. 
on the twenty fourth day of Septemb. ax 
FS. __H3 appears 
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> ngpenres by the Irdiftions which -werg [7 
| intituted to heare account ofthe payment þ* 


I | of Tribute by Conſtantive the Great, Arn, 
_ Nopp312- Therefore Anguſize his Decree, 
_ that 3il che World ſhould bee taxed, wen 
_ © "a. otit og the 24. of September, and ſo Chrift 6 
"—Y Wy pragigrns on that day. H Tſteron Proteron, 

6 Td brat ] z | 
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 brains-and fairs. wo 
2, But2, The Church of Z:y/arddoth not rc 
celebrace the true day of (briits Zirth, nor C 
"bo e Churches beyond Sea, becauſe the fc 
= Gregorian account erres almoſt two dayes, th 
% 3nd the 7«l;4a, more than twelve,therefore] d; 
the Chucch of England erres. ni 
Tſex.Ghron, No ſuch matter ; forthough we doe not] T 
cs... celebrate the very day exah and preciſely] w 
taken, yet we celebrate the true day accor-| hi 
ding to the 7=lia account, which account c, 
isyet generally embraced by the Proteſtants, 1, 
and not to be deſpiſed faith Calvi/ius;well] a 

ſuppoſe it be not the very day, I hope you|. 
will maintaine that the day of Chrifts Ref « 
ſurreflion, or Eaſter day, is yearely to be kept Þ 
boly. I pray you tell me,how ofcen it fal s| w 
in the ſame moneth, or on the ſame day ie) 
Suppoſe theday were not certainly knowny 
yet the Charch hath power to ordaine ond] «| 
wwmnally ito bee kept in remembrance of / t] 
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re] great mercy» aug thet of her ſulfe, by kty own © 
ny poWwer,.it being not} ſo. muck. the day, av 4M 
|| the benefit, we remember.. Toe << lege, 
<2 Chron. 30.23., And-confider- that free 

” will ſeaven dayes Reef kept after the Paſſe- 

over, 

" efgaine,in caſe we know the day icich- 
ly, yet it is not abſolutely necefſary for us 
to:keeps .it on (that: day alwayes, if the 
Church appoint, or thinke. the contrary ; 
for the Zewes did not keep their Purim on 
the ſame day ofthe yeare whereon their 
re] deliverance was given them, but on the 
next day after, as you may read in Efhey ; 
The Paſſeover was to bee eaten in the fickt 
moneth, Zxod: 12. 2,3« yet Hezekiah and 
his people kept it in the ſecond moneth, 
I contrary to the inſtitution in that- particu- 
%f lar, 2 Chron. 30. 2» 3. and yet they Were 
accepted, 2s. you may read, ver.20. | 
1 Yea, but 3, 7. H. tells ur, in bs Scripture Objeltion 3 
f eLlmanachs that the Serarnalie: thoſe mad 

Feaſts to Setrrne, the Father of the Gods, 

were kept at the ſametime by the Heathen, 

'thar the Chrif5ans keep their / { hriſtmas, 

.and that you have your Karris fromCeres, 

| the Goddefſe of Corne, in which Feaſts ac 

the ſame time, a ſheaf was offered to ber ; 

H4 and 


4 


Chap.9, 


31x  Objeftionr Anſwered, 
0 - and that you have your word Twle; or Þ 
Ule, from #,&G- or #x6- an Hymye then: 
offered in her praiſe, —_ | 
- $ivrs, give over for (hame, all theſe are þ 
2s falſe as the Alwanack, for our word: 
Tale is from the Norman word Nsle, or 
Ule, which ſignifies new, the ſheafe was 
not offered to Ceres in December, nor the Y 
Hymne in her praiſe, but at her own Feaſt, 
which was in Aprillas Ovid averrs, Faftor | 
lib:4. Nor did the Satwrnalia, which laſted 
for three dayes,begin on the 25. of Decem- | 
nes Ls ber, but on the ſeventh, as Afecrobiz doth & 
* .-c.16, Witneſſe, but ſuppoſe the contrary ; May [| 
= - not Chriſten: (et 2 day apart to Gods ſer- 
vice, in that moneth chat Heathexs made: 
Feaſts to their 1dol;2 If fo, wee mult bid 
adieu to all publick ſervices, and ſerve your 
humours, and conclude, that the Fewes did' 
- very ill to keep their Feaſt of Tabarnacles, 
accotding to Gods command, in tha mo- 
_ neth of Septemb, ſeeing the Heathens kept- 
their Bacchanalia, after the fare manner, - 
Symobeck zt the ſame time, So Plutarch. | 
5 But laftly , your Feaſting doth offend 


us : Tour Plum Pottage, and Minc'd Pies, 

doe offend our taſt and ſinell ; your Bayes 

and Boſtmerys Helis and vie Boxe and 
_—_— TT. Ny 


. Objettions Anſwered.” ny = 
or;{?r5vet> with all your green Strewings, und $ 
en ſrrimming your Churches, and Houſes, : YN 
"doe offend our pure eyes, and your (ar- "1 
re-Srols and Songs don offend our fanifi:d;: Ne 
rd Fares. - e's + 
or | Alzs Brethrey,we cannot help it,we muſt 
as not offend God, in ſtriving not ro offend 
he Yyou ; it & not We that give,but you that take; 
ſt, Jand we may not negle our duty,ro pleaſe 
or Eyour khumours. | 
ed | Fee keep the day Feſtivally, we ought to 
7. doe it,as we have ſh:wae already, we have 
th Iwarrant for it, Eſher 9. 22. from the Jews 
y practiſe , who fot a lefle blefling kepr the 
r- £14. and 15. of Adar yearely '* the dayes 
le” herein the FeWws reſted, and the month which 
d Bwas turned unto them, from ſorrow 10 joy, 
ir ' BY avd from mourning to a good day ; that they 
d "I fold make them dayes of feaſting and joy, 
s, ' Þ and of [ending portions one to another, and o 
)- F cifts ro the poore. And likewiſe from the < 
1 onbokr o Nehemiah, and Ezra, in the 2 pong 
F, Nike caſe 5 Thi day # holy anto the Lord our 
| U God, monrne not, nor weepe ; goe jour Way, 
d IJ eat the fat,and drink the ſweet, and ſend porti« 
f, ons rnnto them for whom nothing is prepar' d:for 
's | this day # holy unto our Lord:neither be ye ſor« --.._ 
19, for the joy of the Lord & your ſtrength Tell. 2 
ms -M 
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Objattions Anſwered: | 
did. ever the Church of England celei}/ 


brate this day, in any other manner thanjt 


woe were commanded to doe thoſe ? 
Did you ever know any 7=le-game ſuffered 
thereupon ? Was it not as religiouſly and 
devoutly kept, &y hearing the Werd, recei. 
wing the Sacrament, offering np the Sacrifier 


\ 
( 
( 
( 


of thanksgiving for ('hriſts coming into the] } 


world, and relieving his poor Members, us 
ever you did any :nicknamed Sabbath-day 
in the yeare? Nay, I will afficme chat you 
never heard any Harp or Yioll in our Feaftt 


Tſa.5,t2, upon that day (as the Jewes had) but our 
chiefs worke was to remetaber, as weel 
onghr, the Work of the Lord thereupon,and[] 


| Jobn FT, 


Pal, r18, 
24, 


Plum» 


Potrage, ' 


the operation of his hands , that as this day 
the Word was made fleſh;and dwelt among ws, 


and we ſaw his glory, as the glory of the onely 


begotten Son of God, upon che morning of 
this day, breaking out in darkneſſe, he ma- 
king the day his own, by being born therewpon, 
We will therefore be glad,and rejoice init, 

As for our Plam- Pottage, and Ainc'd- 
Pies, (ſtand off, and doe not .let chem 


& Minc'd trouble you, we dare cat, making no que- 
Pies, 


ſtion for conſcience ſake, becauſe our (to. 


macks are ftrengthned by that 'forecited- 
the 


Piece of invitation, Alehem, 8. Io, "w 
at, 
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ele} fat, and drinke the ſWeete, And Brethren,” 
hanjchovgh you will not pus your Spoones into 
ſe 2 or Platter, yet give me leave to reach a 
red} Spoonfull of. inftruftion to your ſouless from ' 
zndf our Pic and Potrage, that you would n+. 
ces. | deavour to joyne with us in the maine of 
Geoff our Feaſting, which is, ro tafF and ſee. holy 
the} ſweet onr Lord Feſws t5, Doe nat you cry 
as | out prophane now, if you doe, St. Paxl will 
layſ ſtop your mouth, who makes che ſame 
ouf uſe of,and raiſeth the like inſtruftion from, 
|| the #nleavened Bread that the Jewes uſed 
urf] in the Paſſeover ; 1 Cor, 5.7, 8. Purge out 
reef} therefore the old leauen, that you may vee 4 
nd new lamp, at you are unleavened, for even 
ay Chrift our Paſſeover 15 crucified for us : 
Therefore let us heep the Feaſt, not with old 
lyf Jeaven nor the leaven of malice and wicked. 
of | »eſſe, bat with the unleavened bread of ſince- 
4-j| rity andtiruth, Behold two table doirines, 
| one of Eafter,th- other of ('hriſtmas,both 
" || raiſed from the Viands. 
4 As for our Baies and Roſemary, and 
m{ other green trimmings of our Churches and 
e-| Holes, exuly Brethren, we doe, and may 
2. doe it, by the ſame warrant that the Iſra- 
di 8lites in tha Feaf7 of T abernacles, Nehews. 
ef 3.16. did goc out co the Mountaine, and 
t, | | fetch 


Baies,.and 
Roſernarys 


to adorne their Boothes withall, they are 
2s ſignificant as cheſs ; their Boothes ſo 
trimmed up with thoſe Branches, and buile 
in the ſtreetes, according to Gods com. 
mand ſignified,and put them in minde, thay 
they were Pilgriens in the Wilderneſſe, and 
that their Fathers dwelt in Tabernacles : So 
2s Our eat Which is more choice than at 
other times, puts us in mind on that day of 
Chrifts ſinleſſe humaxity , and our ſtrong 
drinke of his Spiritual conſolation : S0 our 
Churches and Houſes decked with Baies 
and Roſomary, Hollie and Tvie, and other 
Plants, Which are alwayes green, Winter and 
Summer , fignifie, and put us minde of 


_ kis Deity, that the (hilde that now was 


borne, was Godand ſan, ſhould ſpring \ 
#þ like atender Plant, (hould alwayes bee 


 greene and flouriſhing, and live for ever- 


ore. Theretore thus the Spouſe entertains 
her Beloved, whoſe Bed is alwayes pgreexe, 
Cant.1,16, and (h:wes eſis Chriſt to hee 


yeſterday, and to day, and the [ame for ever. 


As for our Songs and (arrolls, Brethren, 


| they are collefied and compoſed out of the 


Scriptures,contain matter of inftraction, and 
earfication they implant the hiſtory and PE 
fs 
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| Fetcht Olive, 2fyrele, and Palme branches; je 


*Q ? & Now 


WELD fer. i. 6, OR: ba, >. 


Tr Objections Anſwered. 
[fee of  briſts Birth, in the minds of poor is- 


_ 


__ 
LY of. 
4 — 4 - 


norent people ; and oftentimes he is taken 


{by a Song ,' that will flye a Sermon. 


Snch- Songs are like the Songs of doſes, 
which learned by heart, put the peopie in 
minde of what God hath done for them, 
25 upon that day, and ſuch are moſt ficting 
for the time, and we have an order for. 
them, under St, Pals owne hand, Col. 3: 
I6. Eet the Word of Chrift dwell in you rich- 
ly, in all wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing 
one another in Pſalms,and Hymns,and Spiri- 
tual Songs, fenging with grace in your hearts 
70 the Lord. Brethres, remember what the 
King faid to thoſe men who were bid to 
the Marriage of his Son, and would not 
come , but went about ;heir Hubandry, 
and other occaſions, Not one of theſe ſhall 
zafte of my Supper, &c. The Day of Chrifts 
Birth, was the day of the Marriage of the 
Son of God, when the two natures farmer- 
ly hand-fafted in the Conception , were 
now declared for ever Married, never to 


| be ſevered, that Harriage-day is annually 


eo be kept by us in remembrance. I zzvite 
you all againſt the next yeare, if you will . 
not come, I cannot force you, I leave you 


| co the comming of the Bridegroome, and 


chen 


"an you | halt bow "ater you) ral 
"talt of his Supper. | | 
] will ſay no more, but that notwith L of 
ſtanding all yonr pectiſh oppoſitions, this] 
truth (hall Rand fiedfalt, That _.. 3 
_ The 25. dayof Decewb ought —— . 
tobe kept holy 23 a Feſtival and Thanks 
giving day, by all Chriſtians ; let the Lear] 
ned Zarchie ſpeak the Epilogue. | a 
Sic docent Sacre litere;, Sic Patres : Sf 
woſtri ſeculi pis ; doftores : Sic vetus Conſurty- 
deratg, Uſui in omnibus;& omnium lecorum, 
| & Gentinm ecclefiis receptua, & approbatus 
wy ( Addo) Sic denig, Hiracnla. 
much the Scriptures teach, ſomuch] 
the Fathers: fo much the holy Doftours of 
our dayes; In a word, The ancient uſe and 
enſtome » received and approved in all the 
particularChnrches of all places and Nations, 
doe approve and maintain ſo much as hath 
| beene ſpoken, and (let me adde) ſo much 
the forementioned Airaclet, 
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 - Now be: that is unjuſt, let bim be unjuſt 

oe fillzand he that i filthy, let him be filthy ſtill; 
; he $has6 i ignorant, let him be ignorant Bn :7 
ut |. 


RIP» A rd us 
b him, to give every man peu to his 
bo bot them that doe, and doe not, 


Opens Diei in Die ſus, 
"ap hen, grace and peace bes to all the 


love our Lord Yeſws Chriſt in fincerty, - 
d the day of his appearing. 


Amen, HALLELUF AN, 
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